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EXCITING COMPETITIONS
500 WORDS IS BACK THIS
SPRING
IMAGINE POETRY COMPETITION

The 500 Words initiative was created by Chris Evans and first
launched in 2011, celebrating its 10th anniversary in June this
year and boasting an extraordinary legacy with over one million
entries submitted to date. The most recent competition was turned
around in less than four weeks with the backing of Virgin Radio,
many of the UK’s leading publishing houses, Amazon Alexa, and
WHSmith, alongside a whole host of celebrities from the worlds of
entertainment, sport, music and more.With ongoing support from
Oxford University Press, The Reading Agency, parents and
teachers, the future of 500 Words is bright, and they look forward
to setting a new theme for the competition in 2021. They are
excited to continue to provide a creative platform to hear
children’s voices. Make sure you look out for the new edition of
the competition, announced in Spring 2021.
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Author's Corner

Liz Pichon
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Read about some of our favourite authors each month.

Liz Pichon studied graphic design and has worked as an
art director in the music industry. Her freelance design
work has appeared on a range of products and she has
written and illustrated a number of picture books,
including My Big Brother Boris.
Liz is the author of the best selling TOM GATES series
for 9+ readers, which has sold 5,000,000 books in the
UK. Tom Gates has been translated into 44 languages
and has sold over 11 million copies around the world.
The first book in the series THE BRILLIANT WORLD OF
TOM GATES won the Roald Dahl Funny Prize, The Red
House Book Award Best Book for Young Readers and the
Waterstone¹s Best Fiction for 5-12 year olds prize.
The fourth book in the series TOM GATES: GENIUS IDEAS
MOSTLY won the Blue Peter Award for Best Story.
In 2013, Liz Pichon was a World Book Day author with
TOM GATES: BEST BOOK DAY EVER (SO FAR).
Liz is married with three children and lives in Brighton.

Anthony Horowitz
Horowitz was born in Stanmore, Middlesex, into a Jewish
family. As an overweight and unhappy child, Horowitz
enjoyed reading books from his father's library.
Horowitz started writing at the age of 8 or 9 and he
instantly "knew" he wanted to be a professional writer.
This was because he was an underachiever in school and
nor was he physically fit; he says he wasn't very
intelligent either and found his escape in books and
telling stories. In an interview Horowitz states " I was
quite certain, from my earliest memory, that I would be a
professional writer and nothing but."
At age 13 he went to Rugby School, a public school in
Rugby, Warwickshire. Horowitz's mother introduced him
to Frankenstein and Dracula. She also gave him a human
skull for his 13th birthday. Horowitz said in an interview
that it reminds him to get to the end of each story since
he will soon look like the skull.
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Dav Pilkey

Dav Pilkey's
life story
part one.
See next
months
newsletter
for part two.
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As a child, Dav Pilkey was diagnosed with dyslexia and ADHD.
Dav was so disruptive in class that his teachers made him sit
out in the hall every day. Luckily, Dav loved to draw and make
up stories, so he spent his time in the hallway creating his
own original comic books.
In the second grade, Dav Pilkey created a comic book about a
superhero named Captain Underpants. His teacher ripped it up
and told him he couldn’t spend the rest of his life making silly
books. Fortunately, Dav was not a very good listener.
Dav has gone on to create award-winning and bestselling books
for children. His Captain Underpants series has more than 80
million copies in print worldwide and has been translated into
more than 28 languages. In 2017, DreamWorks Animation
brought the character to the silver screen in the feature film
adaptation Captain Underpants: The First Epic Movie, and
Netflix is now streaming The Epic Tales of Captain Underpants
TV show.
Dav’s latest creation, Dog Man, continues to be a #1 New York
Times bestselling series with more than 13 million copies in
print worldwide and translations available in more than 21
languages. Dav is also the creator of the Dragon series, the
Dumb Bunnies series, Dog Breath, and The Paperboy, which is a
Caldecott Honor Book.

NOVEMBER 2020

VOL.1

McFly's
Tom Fletcher & Dougie Poynter:
'We still laugh at poo jokes'

Famous for being a member of the band McFly, Tom Fletcher has gone on to become a bestselling children's
author. His first foray into writing was the Dinosaur Who Pooped... series written with fellow bandmate,
Dougie Poynter. In 2016, Tom Fletcher released his first solo writing project The Christmasaurus, a book
that immediately caught the imaginations of children across the country and has been seen as something of
an instant classic. This year sees the release of the second in the Eve of Man trilogy, co-written with his
wife, Giovanna Fletcher, The Eve Illusion.

Competition

All the information you need and instructions on how to enter this competition can
be found on the Library Google Classroom.
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What the teachers are reading
I’m reading ‘Midnight Sun’!
I will admit it! I also like
Captain Correlli’s Mandolin
and The Time Traveller’s
Wife
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I am reading Kiss by Jill Mansell
– Jill Mansell writes feel
good chic lit books. They are
funny, have twists and turns but
everything always turns out
okay in the end!
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The Kites by Romain Gary!
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My favourite book is really hard to identify. Animal
Farm is definitely up there!
At the moment I am reading- Little Fires Everywhere.
The perfect balance between racism, feminism and
social construction. BEAUTIFUL!
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Soil and soul by Alistair McIntosh This informs the reader how important it is that land is
placed back in the hands of those that live on it.
A more beautiful world our hearts know is possible by
Charles Eisenstein This book informs the reader how important it is to
connect with each other and with nature,
to serve the common good and to exclude no one.
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‘Rebecca’ by Daphne du Maurier.
I have read it before but I wanted to read it again as there was a
recent new drama adaptation on Netflix which sparked my interest.
Reading the book was so much better – it was able to describe the
thoughts of the main character in detail which added to my
understanding of that person. Also there is greater description
which enabled me to visualise the scenes better. As I enjoyed
‘Rebecca’ so much, I am now keen to read more books from this
author.
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I am currently reading Chasing the
Shadows by Maria V Snyder. It’s a Young Adult
Science fiction book which is
part two in the series. It's set in the future where
space travel is possible as
well as the creation on the quantum net.
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I have just read the book Missing Lynx, by Ross Barnett. It
explores the impact of all the extinct species in the UK and
Europe has had on our ecosystems. It also looks at what could
happen if we reintroduce animals like Lynx, wolves and bears to
the UK.
My favourite book is probably Guns, Germs and steel by Jared
Diamond (I’m a bit of a non-fiction fan). It is a little outdated now
but it explains a lot about global history in a way that makes
plenty of sense to me!
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The book I am currently reading is The Great
Divorce by C.S. Lewis.
My favourite book that I have
read most recently is The Overstory
by Richard Powers
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