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English 
 
In Year 7 students will develop an appreciation 
and love of reading through guided choices of 
material which will include at least one 
Shakespeare play, one novel, poetry and non-
fiction texts.  They will be encouraged to write 
for a wide range of purposes and audiences, 
including notes, stories, scripts and poetry.   
 
Students will build on their knowledge of 
grammar and word choice through learning the 
conventions of grammatical features and using 
Standard English in their own writing and 
speech.   
 
Students will also 
learn to speak 
confidently and 
effectively, adapting 
Standard English to 
suit both context and 
audience. 

Year 7 Science 
 

In Year 7 students will be studying modules that 
cover key topics in science. In Biology they will 
cover: cells, tissues and organs; diet and 
digestion; the lungs and breathing; reproduction. 
In Chemistry they will cover: elements and the 
periodic table; chemical reactions; compounds 
and mixtures. In Physics they will cover: forces 
and their effects; energy and fuels; sound and 
hearing.  
 
As well as the key 
scientific topics, 
students will 
develop key skills 
in working 
scientifically; these 
include designing 
experiments, analysing results and evaluating 
their work. Lessons will be engaging and 
challenging, constantly enhancing students’ 
knowledge and developing an enthusiasm for 
science.  

Mathematics 
 
Students will investigate all areas of the 2015 
National Curriculum:  number; algebra; 
geometry and measures; ratio, proportion and 
rates of change; probability and statistics.   
 
Our aim is to maximise each student’s ability in 
terms of: 

• mastering the fundamentals of mathematics 

• developing mathematical reasoning and 

communication 

• engaging with strategies for 

mathematical enquiry 

• using mathematics to solve 

problems in a variety of contexts   

Languages 
 

Many of our students have had previous 
linguistic experience in KS2 and in Year 7 we 
continue that linguistic development with 
French.  The ‘iLanguages’ course that we follow 
ensures that language teaching and learning is 
exciting, engaging and meaningful for all. These 
modules appeal to boys and girls alike. We aim 
to develop all learners into competent and 
confident linguists through interesting topics 
which include Language Learning Skills, Myself 
and Monsters, Art and National Stereotypes. 

SMSC 
 

SMSC stands for spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development. Through a thoughtful 
and wide-ranging programme of timetabled 
Ethics lessons, assemblies, themes of the 
week, special event days 
and guest speakers, Hayle 
School will actively 
promote students’ spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural 
development. 

Technology 
 

Throughout the year students will work with 
resistant materials, food and textiles. In 
Resistant Materials they will design and make: 
wooden salt and pepper pots and a metal 
megabug. In Textiles they will design and make: 
a fabric hat and pencil case. In Food they will 
learn about nutrition and develop cooking skills 
through making fruit salad, leek and potato 
soup, scones, pasta sauce, fruit crumble, 
kebabs and Anzac biscuits.  
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History 
 

At the start of Year 7 students will identify and 
practise some of the key skills needed to study 
history such as source analysis and historical 
concepts such as continuity and change and 
cause and consequence.  Students will then 
engage in gaining knowledge and understanding 
of Medieval Britain.   

 
The main focus of their 
programme of study is 
the development of 
church, state and 
society and will include 
units on the Norman 
Conquest, 

Christendom and the Crusades, the struggle 
between church and crown, the Magna Carta 
and the Black Death.  These topics provide 
plenty of opportunities for students to engage in 
historical enquiries and understand why 
contrasting arguments and interpretations of the 
past have been constructed. 

Geography 
 

Students in Year 7 will begin by learning about 
what geography is all about, as well as the skills 
needed to study the subject. They will then look 
at changes to the UK’s economy and 
settlements and the impact that has on life in 
the UK.  
 
Next is a unit on coasts, 
where students learn 
about the natural 
processes on coastlines 
and how humans are 
aiming to manage the 
problem of erosion. Students then study Africa, 
looking at how cultures and development can 
vary across the continent. With its global 
importance as a nation increasing, they will 
learn about China, focusing on its 
manufacturing industry and their population. 
Finally, students will complete a piece of 
fieldwork, which involves going on a local trip 
and writing a report about their findings. 

Computer Studies 
 

In Year 7 students will begin the by familiarising 
themselves with the school network, safe 
working practices and acceptable use of 
technology both in and out of school. They will 
work collaboratively to create a virtual tour of the 
school which will include the use of still and 
video cameras, editing software and 
presentation software. Next they will begin work 
on computer programming using Scratch and 
will develop their understanding of text-based 
programming.  Later in the year this will be 
extended using Kodu and Python.  

 
In the spring term, Year 7 students will focus on 
e-safety and develop strategies for staying safe 
online.  Students will be engaged in ICT based 
activities that will enable them to develop their 
use of word processing, 
spreadsheet modelling, data 
handling, desktop publishing 
software and the basics of 
touch typing.  

Creative and Performing Arts 
 
All students in Year 7 will study Art, Music, Drama and PE.  

In Art students will learn about the expressive qualities of line and pattern. They will explore how we can use form and space to create impact and 
mood.  Students will look at artworks from a variety of periods, and analyse and evaluate the works of different abstract and expressionist artists in 
order to inform and develop their own abstract art work. 
In Music students will sing in class and at the annual carol concert. They will learn how to layer music using the iMac computers and perform music in 
a range of styles. It is a good time to start learning a musical instrument, or continue learning from primary school. 
Lessons in Drama will develop students’ self- confidence, their skills in performance by facial expression and posture and their 
understanding of the principle of dominance.  
In PE, students will develop their understanding of physical health, their knowledge and skills in various team games and improving 
performance.  After-school clubs and team activities will provide all students with opportunities to excel in any CAPA activity. 
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English 
 
In Year 8 students will develop independent 
reading skills through a wide range of material 
which will include at least one 
Shakespeare play, one novel, 
poetry and non-fiction texts.   
 
They will be encouraged to 
write for a wide range of 
genres and audiences, 
including notes, stories, scripts 
and poetry.   
 
Students will build on their knowledge of 
grammar and vocabulary through studying the 
effectiveness of the grammatical features of 
texts and using Standard English in their own 
writing and speech.   
 
Students will speak with increasing confidence 
and effectiveness, adapting Standard English to 
suit both context and audience. 

Year 8 Science 
 
Year 8 will build on the exciting work students 
have done in Year 7. Students will be studying a 
range of modules that cover key topics in 
science. In Biology they will study: the skeleton 
and muscles; respiration and the 
body’s energy; the environment; 
plants and photosynthesis and the 
interdependence of species.  
 
In Chemistry they will cover: the 
particle model and physical changes 
of matter; combustion and chemical 
reactions; acids, alkalis and salts. In Physics 
they will study: magnets and electromagnets; 
electrical circuits; pressure. As well as the key 
scientific topics, students will develop key skills 
in working scientifically; these include designing 
experiments, analysing results and evaluating 
their work.  Lessons will be engaging and 
challenging, constantly enhancing students’ 
knowledge and developing an enthusiasm for 
science.  

Mathematics 
 
In Year 8  our aim is to continue to maximise 
each student’s ability in terms of: 

• mastering the fundamentals of mathematics 

• developing mathematical reasoning and 
communication 

• engaging with strategies for mathematical 

enquiry  
• using mathematics to solve 

problems in a variety of contexts   
 

Students will be grouped by ability to allow fine 
targeting of student needs. Positions within 
each set will be closely monitored to allow 
movement between sets. 

Languages 
 

In Year 8 students continue to develop and to 
improve their language skills. In its second year 
the ‘iLanguages’ scheme of work strives to build 
students’ confidence to work independently and 
with more demanding material. Topics are 
chosen to develop understanding of cross –
curricular themes such as Education Across the 
World, the Olympic games, Fair-trade and Wild 
Weather. By the end of Year 8 students should 
be able to use three tenses with confidence and 
understand complex texts. 

SMSC 
 

SMSC stands for spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development. Through a thoughtful 
and wide-ranging programme of timetabled 
Ethics lessons, assemblies, themes of the 
week, special event days 
and guest speakers, 
Hayle School will 
actively promote 
students’ spiritual, moral, 
social and cultural 
development. 

Technology 
 

Throughout the year students will continue to 
work with resistant materials, food and textiles. 
In Resistant Materials they will design and 
make: a wooden automata and cast with pewter. 
In Textiles they will design and make: a dyed 
drawstring bag and a toy made from recycled 
materials. In Food they will develop knowledge 
of nutrition and cooking skills through making 
Dutch apple cake, pastry products, stir fry, 
paella, carbonara, pizza, and muffins. 
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History 
 
Students will begin by studying the early modern 
period with particular emphasis on the English 
Reformation and Counter-Reformation.  They 
will continue to 
advance their 
understanding of how 
our state has 
developed through 
learning about the 
English Civil War, 
Interregnum and Restoration.   
 
Students will then investigate the colonisation of 
North America and the lives of the Plains 
Indians identifying 
characteristics of past 
non-European 
societies.   
 
The final content 
element of Year 8 is a study of Britain as the first 
industrial nation and how these changes 
impacted on society. 

Geography 
 
Students in Year 8 will begin their geography 
course studying “extreme living”. We learn 
about how extreme environments on earth can 
be and how life has adapted to live there. They 
will then study 
“wild weather” by 
learning about 
climatic processes 
and big climatic 
hazards such as 
hurricanes. 
Students then study development and 
globalisation and how these are changing 
people’s lives on earth.  
 
Then, with the country being such a focal nation 
in the next few years, students will learn about 
Brazil; why it is getting rich quickly and the 
features of the Amazon Rainforest. Finally, 
students will study rivers, which will include a 
fieldtrip to study a river and writing a report 
about their findings. 
 

Computer Studies 
 
In Year 8 students will begin by 
studying computer systems 
including computer processing, 
hardware and peripherals, and 
health and safety. They will 
understand that the language of computers is 
Binary and how to convert, manipulate and 
calculate binary numbers. Throughout the year, 
they will use Python and Scratch to develop 
their use of text-based programming and will 
create their own computer programs to solve 
real-life problems. During the Spring Term, they 
will embark upon a collaborative project with the 
art department where they will use image editing 
techniques to create their own original piece of 
Pop Art. In the summer term, student will 
investigate animation techniques and create 
animations using Pivot and Flash. Students will 
continue to be engaged in ICT based activities 
that will enable them to develop their use of 
word processing, spreadsheet modelling, data 
handling, desktop publishing software and the 

basics of touch typing. 
Creative and Performing Arts 

 
In Year 8 Art students will learn about Pop Art ideas and ideology and reflect upon the origins and ongoing impact of this movement.  
Students will explore the formal elements of art through practical investigations, exploring and recording their ideas with a wide 
variety of media including observational drawing, painting, ICT and sculpture.  Students will generate their own 3D Pop Art cans 
following on from the Pop Art tradition and contribute to a collaborative artwork. 
In Music students will study Jazz and the improvisation which goes with this international style.  We will also look at film music - recording sound 
tracks and voiceovers to a given storyline in order to give a feel for the vast media opportunities available to musicians in the 21st century. 
Lessons in Drama will develop students’ confidence in performance, their skills in interpretation by body language and movement and their 
understanding of interrogative drama techniques.  In PE, students will deepen their understanding of physical health, their knowledge and skills in 
various team games and improving performance.  After-school clubs and team activities continue to provide all students with opportunities to excel in 
any CAPA activity. 
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English 
 
In Year 9 students will progress to develop 
analytical reading skills through challenging 
material which will include at least one 
Shakespeare play, one novel, poetry and non-
fiction texts.   
 
Students will be encouraged to plan, draft, edit 
and write for a wide range of genres and 
audiences, including notes, stories, scripts and 
poetry.  They will consolidate and build on their 
knowledge of grammar and vocabulary through 
studying the effectiveness and impact of the 
grammatical features of texts and using 
Standard English in 
their own writing and 
speech.   
 
Students will speak 
confidently and 
effectively, adapting Standard English to suit 
both context and audience. 

Year 9 Science 
 

Year 9 will build on the exciting work students 
have done in Years 7 and 8. Students will be 
studying a range of modules that cover key 
topics in science. In Biology they will study: 
variation, genetics and cloning, and the brain 
and learning. In Chemistry they will cover: the 
periodic table, chemical reactions and patterns 
and in physics they will study: light and the eye, 
electrical circuits, 
pressure and moments. 
In addition students will 
study the cross-curricular 
topics of sustainability 
and geology.  As well as the key scientific 
topics, students will develop key skills in working 
scientifically; this includes designing 
experiments, analysing results and evaluating 
their work. Lessons will be engaging and 
challenging, constantly enhancing students’ 
knowledge and developing an enthusiasm for 
science and preparing them for the challenges 
of GCSE.   

Mathematics 
 
 

All students will complete a basic GCSE skills 
course suitable for their current ability. They will 
be following a new Scheme of Learning based 
on the requirements of the new GCSE.  
Problem solving will be a key element and 
developing strategies to solve problems a focus 
area for development. 
 
This cohort will be the first to take the new 
GCSE at the end of year 11 in 2017 which will 
be graded on the new 1 to 9 scale. 

Languages 
 

In Year 9 students continue to study French but 
in addition will have the opportunity to start 
Spanish. The ‘iLanguages’ course allows for a 
choice of modules in the final year of study. The 
teacher will select the most appropriate topics 
for an individual class. These modules are 
designed to build towards GCSE and include: 
Halloween Happenings, Funky Fashion, Space 
and Secret Agents. The year ends with a GCSE 
starter unit on Free-time. Spanish is taught as a 
taster unit entitled ‘Myself’. 

SMSC 
 

SMSC stands for spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development. Through a thoughtful 
and wide-ranging programme of timetabled 
Ethic lessons, assemblies, themes of the week, 
special event days and guest speakers, Hayle 
School will actively 
promote students’ spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural 
development. 

Technology 
 

Throughout the year students will continue to 
work with resistant materials, food and textiles. 
In Resistant Materials they will design and 
make: a wooden trinket box and a laser cut 
gadget stand. In Textiles they will design and 
make: a decorative cushion and laser cut phone 
sock. In Food they will further develop 
knowledge of nutrition and develop cooking 
skills through making chilli con carne, curry, 
burgers, a couscous salad, a sponge cake 
adaption, a cottage pie and have a cookie 
challenge. 
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History 
 
This year begins with the local history study and 
draws on students’ knowledge and 
understanding of industrial Britain. It focuses on 
the development of Hayle 
harbour and its surrounding 
industry as a result of the 
founding of Harveys of 
Hayle and the Cornish 
Copper Company. This is useful preparation for 
the local history element of the GCSE course.  
Students will then engage in a development 
study of the changing role of women including 
the expanding franchise.  This will be followed 
by an investigation into the causes of WWI, 
conditions in the trenches and the Peace 
Settlement.  This will lead into the study of the 
inter-war years focusing on the rise of Hitler. 
Studies on WWII will include a section on the 
events of the Holocaust and the importance of 
understanding and remembrance. Finally 
students will look at post- war events in the USA 
including the development of popular culture 
and the Vietnam War. 

Geography 
 
Year 9 geography prepares students for the 
GCSE geography 
course and covers a 
wide range of topics. 
It begins by studying 
The Alps, looking at 
glaciation and the 
impact of tourism on 
the area. Students will then learn about 

volcanoes, 
earthquakes, tsunamis 
and super-volcanoes in 
the topic of “Restless 
Earth”.  After that, they 
study how the climate 

has changed in the past and how it might 
change in the future, as well as the causes of 
mass-extinction events. Students then learn 
about biomes and resources, assessing the 
human impact of the natural 
environment.  Finally, students complete a unit 
about population, examining why it is changing 
and how it might change in the future. 

Computer Studies 
 
In Year 9 students will begin by developing their 
understanding of computer systems. This will 
include computer processing, hardware and 
peripherals, and 
computer storage. They 
will develop their 
understanding of 
Boolean logic (AND, OR 
and NOT) and how to 
apply Boolean theory to 
real-life situations. Throughout the year, they will 
use Python and Code Academy to extend their 
use of text-based programming to include loops, 
IFs and variables. During the summer term, 
students work on a course of lessons designed 
to help them create their own app to solve a 
real-life problem. Throughout the year, students 
will be engaged in ICT based activities that will 
enable them to develop their use of word 
processing, spreadsheet modelling, data 
handling and desktop publishing software as 
well as continuing courses to develop their touch 
typing skills. 

Creative and Performing Arts 
 
In Art students will explore a Myths and Legends theme which will involve inventing or exploring an existing or fictional Myth.  
They will record their ideas visually on a creative map applying their understanding of the formal elements and experimenting with 
etchings, textures and layers.  The students will create a mask based upon a character from their Myth map using a range of 3D techniques.  They will 
investigate and analyse masks from different cultures and use their research to strengthen and extenuate the characters features and to help create 
impact.   ICT will be used to enhance and develop ideas.  In Music students are encouraged to personalise their studies, performing and composing in 
their own style, in order to facilitate a smooth transition to GCSE music.  Great use is made of technology, whether it is backing tracks for 
accompaniment, or iMac computers to sequence ideas for their own pieces of music. Lessons in Drama will develop students’ confidence in 
performing to a range of different audiences, their skills in interpretation through improvisation and their understanding of creative drama techniques. 
In PE, students will deepen their understanding of physical health, their knowledge and skills in various team games and improving performance.  
After school clubs and team activities continue to provide all students with opportunities to excel in any CAPA activity. 
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English 
 

 In Years 10 and 11 students will prepare for 
their English Language and Literature GCSEs. 
Both of these qualifications are tested by 
terminal examinations at the end of year 11. 
During the two years students will develop their 
skills and learn how to 
approach the 
examination 
questions. 
For both the Language 
and the Literature 
examinations students 
will refine their analytical skills, learning to 
consider what happens in the texts, how it is 
conveyed and to what degree it is successful. 
They will learn to give their opinions supported 
by textual evidence. Students will study a variety 
of texts, including novels, plays and poetry. 
They will also learn how to respond to questions 
on previously unseen texts. 
For the Language examination they must 
demonstrate writing which is accurate and fluent 
and utilises a wide range of sophisticated 
vocabulary and grammar. Students will be 
encouraged to develop independence in the 
recording of information and in their preparation 
for the examinations.  
Students will also complete a variety of speaking 
and listening tasks which will require them to 
speak independently and within groups. 
Sometimes, these will be in formal recorded 
situations. This will gain them a stand-alone 
grade attached to the Language qualification. 
 

Years 10 and 11 Science 
 
The majority of students will follow the OCR 
Science course. In this students will be taught a 
total of 9 modules.  
 
In Biology they will study: B1 You and Your 
Genes, B2 Keeping Healthy and B3 Life on 
Earth. In Chemistry they will study: C1 Air 
Quality, C2 Material Choices and C3 Chemicals 
in our Lives. In the Physics portion they will 
study: P1 The Earth in the Universe, P2 
Radiation and Life, P3 Sustainable Energy.  
 
Students will also carry out 2 controlled 
assessments which will 
include data analysis of 
an experiment and a 
case study on a 
scientific subject. 
 

 Additional Science 
 

Students will follow the OCR Additional Science 
course. In this students will be taught a total of 9 
modules.  
 
In Biology they will study: B4 Life Processes, B5 
Growth and Development, B6 Brain and Mind. In 
Chemistry they will study: C4 Chemical 
Patterns, C5 Chemicals of the Natural 
Environment, and C6 Chemical Synthesis. In the 
Physics portion they will study: P4 Explaining 
Motion, P5 Electric Circuits and P6 Radioactive 
Materials.  

 

Mathematics 
 
In Y10 all students are preparing for the new 
GCSE (9-1).  They will follow the exam board’s 
scheme of work and there will be a focus on 
developing problem solving techniques. 
 
In Y11 students are preparing either for the 
Linear GCSE (at Foundation or Higher Level as 
appropriate) or the’ Linked Pair’ Methods and 
Applications (top set only).  The Linked Pair is 
equivalent to two GCSEs. 

SMSC 
 

SMSC stands for spiritual, moral, social and 

cultural development. Through a thoughtful and 

wide-ranging programme of timetabled Ethics 

lessons, assemblies, themes of the week, 

special event days and 

guest speakers, Hayle 

School will actively 

promote students’ spiritual, 

moral, social and cultural 

development. 
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Triple Science 
 
Triple Science students will follow the OCR 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics syllabuses. In 
the Biology portion they will study: B1 You and 
Your Genes, B2 Keeping Healthy, B3 Life on 
Earth, B4 Life Processes, B5 Growth and 
Development and B6 Brain and Mind. In 
Chemistry they will study: C1 Air Quality, C2 
Material Choices, C3 
Chemicals in Our 
Lives, C4 Chemical 
Patterns, C5 
Chemicals of the 
Natural Environment 
and C6 Chemical Synthesis. In Physics students 
will study: P1 The Earth in the Universe, P2 
Radiation and Life, P3 Sustainable Energy, P4 
Explaining Motion, P5 Electric Circuits and P6 
Radioactive Materials. In Year 11 students on 
this course will also study Further Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics. In addition to these 
modules, students will carry out their controlled 
assessments which will be a practical 
investigation and full write up. 
 

Catering – GCSE 
 
Students will develop their knowledge and 
understanding of foods, nutrition and the 
catering industry. They will develop knowledge 
and skills using practical techniques through 
preparation and cooking of ingredients to create 
a wide variety of products. There are 2 
controlled assessment exam board set tasks to 
be completed: the first in the summer term of 
Year 10 and the second in the spring term of 
Year 11. The GCSE 
is assessed as 60% 
controlled 
assessment work 
and 40% written 
examination.  
 

Art – GCSE 
 

During Year 10 students will complete 2/3 
course work projects (portfolio, 60%) which will 
provide them with a wide range of creative and 
stimulating opportunities.  Students will produce 
practical and critical/contextual work in two or 
more areas using a variety of processes 
including drawing and painting, mixed-media, 
sculpture, land art, installation, photography, 
printmaking, lens-based and/or light-based. 
Students will begin their portfolios through 
guided projects and 
progress towards 
working more 
independently later 
in the year. 
 
In Year 11 students 
will focus on a mock exam project and then their 
exam project (40%).  Students are required to 
generate a personal response from one starting 
point within the exam paper.  They then work on 
developing this exam project over a few weeks 

in lessons and at home, 
resulting in a ten hour practical 
exam.  There are also 
opportunities to develop and 
refine coursework created in 
Year 10.  

Child Development - GCSE 
 
Students will develop their knowledge and 
understanding of child development from 
preconception up to the age of 5. They will learn 
about child care, family planning, safety, and 
illnesses alongside the intellectual, physical, 
emotional and social development of the child. 
The GCSE is assessed as 60% controlled 
assessment work (40 % Child Study, 20% 
Research Task) and 40% written examination. 

Geography - GCSE 
 

Geography students follow the Edexcel B 
course, which covers a wide range of 
geographical themes. Dynamic Planet is studied 
in Year 10, which is a unit 
covering topics such as 
volcanoes, earthquakes, 
climate change and 
oceans. In Year 11, 
students study People and 

Graphic Products - GCSE 
 

Students will develop their knowledge and 
understanding of the variety of graphics 
products used for marketing and merchandise, 
with a focus on using paper and card as a 
material. Practical techniques will be taught with  

Music – GCSE 
 

GCSE Music helps 
students to develop 
subject knowledge, 
understanding and 
skills, through listening 

Continued over … Continued over … Continued over … 
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the Planet, including population, development 
and globalisation. There are 12 topics overall, as 
well as a piece of fieldwork worth 25% of the 
final grade, where students go on a fieldtrip to 
collect data and write a report about the findings 
in school. Due to the wide variety of the course 
content, lessons are taught in a range of styles, 
including problem solving, investigations and 
using GIS.  

a focus on developing designing through hand 
drawing and Computer Aided Design. They will 
produce their own design solutions to teacher 
and exam board set 
tasks. The GCSE is 
assessed as 60% 
controlled assessment 
work and 40% written 
examination. 

to a variety of music, playing music and creating 
their own music. 
The specification places a strong weighting on 
practical aspects of music (70 %), with choices 
catering for a wide range of interests and 
abilities. This four-unit GCSE assesses students' 
skills in listening and appraising, composing and 
performing music 

History - GCSE 
 

History students follow the AQA A course, which 
covers in-depth, thematic and local studies. The 
American West is studied in Year 10, covering 
topics such the Plains Indians, Settlers, Law and 
Order and the Indian Wars. 
 
In Year 11, 
students 
study 
Medicine 
Through 
Time 
focusing on 
the 
development of medical treatments from 
prehistory to the present day and also complete 
coursework based on the development of Hayle 
Harbour during the Industrial Revolution. The 
assessment objectives are to develop skills of 
explanation, analysis and evaluation through the 
use of key concepts such as causation and 
significance. The GSCE is assessment by exam 
(75% - the thematic study is 35%, the in-depth 
study is 40%) with the coursework being worth 
25%. 
 

Resistant Materials – GCSE 
 

Students will 
develop their 
knowledge and 
understanding 
of woods, 
metals and 
plastics and 
the practical 
techniques and 
equipment used to shape and join them. They 
will produce their own design solutions to 
teacher and exam board set tasks. The GCSE is 
assessed as 60% controlled assessment work 
and 40% written examination. 

  

Drama - GCSE 
 

Drama encourages 
students to work 
imaginatively and 
creatively in 
collaborative 
contexts, 
generating, 
developing and 
communicating 
ideas.  They will consider and explore the 
impact of social, historical and cultural 
influences on drama texts and activities whilst 
reflecting on and evaluating their own work and 
the work of others. They will develop and 
demonstrate competence in a range of practical, 
creative and performance skills. The course is 

assessed in three 
units with the 
marks awarded as 
60% practical and 
40% written. 
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Languages – French and/or Spanish – GCSE 
 
Students will follow the OCR 
GCSE course for both French 
and Spanish. Assessment is 60% 
controlled assessment for Writing 
and Speaking and 40% final 
examination in reading and 
listening comprehension. 
Linguistic structure is taught 
through nine modules over five terms. Students 
may choose a topic of personal interest in which 
to complete coursework assignments. A portfolio 
of assessed work will be created during the two 
year course. 

Textiles – GCSE 
 
Students will develop their knowledge and 
understanding of textiles materials and the 
practical techniques and equipment used to 
decorate, shape and join them. They will 
produce their own design solutions to teacher 
and exam board set 
tasks. The GCSE 
is assessed as 
60% controlled 
assessment work 
and 40% written 
examination. 
 

Photography – GCSE 
 

During this two year course 
students will produce 2 
portfolios of coursework 
(60%). The practical and 
experimental "ways of seeing" module teaches 
the learners to understand how the camera 
"sees" the world in a very different way from 
how we do. The “identity” module delves deeper 
into the themes of representation to explore and 
reveal who we are and how images shape our 
sense of self. The exam (40%) is a personal 
project based response to one of the examiner 
set topics.  

Computer Studies – GCSE 

 
This course gives students a real, in-depth 
understanding of how computer technology 
works. It offers an insight into what goes on 
‘behind the scenes’, including computer 
programming, computer hardware and software 
and networks. The GCSE is assessed as 40% 
exam, 30% controlled assessment and a 30% 
programming task.  

Engineering – City and Guilds 
 

Students studying this course do so at Cornwall 
College.  The qualification can be obtained by 
completing 3 units: Working in Engineering, 
Mechanical Assembly and Mechanical 
Maintenance.  There will be opportunities to 
work on a range of motor vehicles, heavy 
vehicles and workshop equipment. 

Media Studies – GCSE 
 

During their studies, students will develop 
investigative, critical thinking and decision-
making skills through consideration of issues 
that are important, real and relevant to learners 
and to the world in which they live.  They will 
develop their appreciation and critical 
understanding of the media and its role in their 
daily lives whilst developing their practical and 
creative skills.  Students will understand how to 
use media concepts and ideas to analyse media 
productions in their 
various contexts. 
The GCSE is 
assessed as 60% 
practical and 40% 
exam. 

Construction – BTEC (Level 1) 
NB This course may not run if there insufficient numbers. 

 
Students will study this course at Cornwall 
College, covering a wide range of areas within 
construction to include team work, interview 
skills, and Health & Safety. They will gain 
practical experience across 3 trades – 
Carpentry & Joinery, Brickwork and Painting & 
Decorating. 
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Business and Communication Systems – 
GCSE 

NB This course may not run if there insufficient numbers. 

This course enables students to investigate 

communication systems and the business 
contexts they operate in. They will explore and 
suggest improvement to business 
communication systems, whilst considering the 
impact on the business and its stakeholders. 
 
Students will develop knowledge, understanding 
and practical skills needed to maintain 
and use business communication systems, 
based on standard office software. 
 
The 
GCSE is 
assessed 
by 50% 
exam, 
25% controlled assessment and 25% practical 
exam. 

Animal Care – NVQ (Level 1) 
 

Students studying this course will do so at 
duchy college.  Students will learn the theory 
and practice of caring for a range of animals 
including small mammals, birds and farm 
animals. Topics include handling and feeding 
animals, cleaning their accommodation, 
exercising and basic health care.  Students will 
work under the direct supervision of Animal 
Care staff, who will guide students with both 
their practical and written work. 

BTEC First in Sport (Level 2) 
 

The Edexcel BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award 
in Sport has been designed to provide an 
engaging and stimulating introduction to the 
world of sport. The qualification 
builds on learning from Key Stage 3 and is 
equivalent to 1 GCSE. It has 120 guided 
learning hours. It consists of 4 units, one of 
which is externally assessed in the form of an 
exam. The other 3 units are coursework based 
and allow the students to present knowledge in 
a work-related context. There are 2 core units, 
“Fitness Testing and Training” and “Practical 
Sport” the other two units are “The Sports 
Performer in Action” and “Training for Personal 
Fitness”. This course can lead on to Level 3 and 
Level 4 and is ideal for anyone interested in a 
job in the sports world, be it teaching, playing or 
coaching. It also provides opportunities to 
develop personal, learning and thinking skills, 
also English and maths knowledge and skills, in 
a sport-related context. 

Dance – BTEC (Level 2) 
NB This course may not run if there insufficient numbers. 

Students following this course do so in an 
extended Period 7 class with a tutor from the 
Judith Urban-Lockwood Dance School. 
Students will study at least two dance styles, 
e.g. contemporary, jazz, musical theatre, street 
dance, ballet, tap, hip hop, breaking etc. They 
may be required to attend additional 
workshops/lessons to learn particular technical 
physical skills. 
 

Classical Civilisation – GCSE 
NB This course may not run if there insufficient numbers. 

This course encourages students to investigate 

the classical world and develop as effective and 
independent learners. They will study classical 
literature (Ovid’s Metamorphoses), develop their 
understanding of Roman society, identify why 
Pompeii is a unique source for our 
understanding of everyday life and complete a 
research project on Roman Britain using 
analytical and evaluative skills. The GCSE is 
assessed by exams (75%) and a controlled 
assessment (25%). 

Core PE – no qualification 
 

In Key stage 4 students are encouraged to put 
into practice the skill, techniques and tactics 
learnt in KS3, applying them to more 
competitive situations in small match situations, 
as well as a mini tournament. There is an 
emphasis on students playing the sports and 
gaining enjoyment. It is hoped that students will 
leave Hayle School with the ability and ambition 
to continue sport and physical activity 
throughout their lives. 

 

 


