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Last Friday, Year 11 students experienced a mock  
‘GCSE results day’ for their pre-public exam results. 
They received the grades per subject and per  

paper - just like they will in August - to enable them to 
identify particular strengths and areas for improvement. 
Tutors, subject teachers and mentors will next discuss 
these results with the Year 11 students to help to prioritise  
revision focus areas and identify question types where 
further marks can be gained.  
 
There were many fantastic results - most students can be 
very proud of their efforts and achievements. This  
opportunity allows students to reflect on their current 
progress and to take action now to make further  
improvements. Students were reminded that nothing is 
set in stone until the actual results on August 22nd; there 
is still time remaining to make a positive difference.

As part of the mock Year 11 ‘GCSE results day’, the ‘ 
Passport to Prom’ was launched following feedback from 
and consultation with Year 11 students, who are  
representatives on our student councils. These students 
worked as a sub-group committee to discuss what they 
wanted this positive reward strategy to look like; we have 
listened and the passport has now been introduced for 
the first time. The aim is to reward students for their hard 
work and commitment whilst preparing effectively for 
their GCSE exams.  
 
All Year 11 students now have their passport; they earn 
points for a range of different reasons, including 100% 
attendance per week, the independent completion of 
past-paper questions and commitment shown in lessons. 
One hundred points earns students a £5 discount from 
their prom ticket. Two hundred points earns a £10  
discount. The top five points scorers will receive a  
complimentary yearbook. The countdown to the prom 
at Tregenna Castle on June 28th has begun. Students 
requested an ‘Oscars night’ theme, which is reflected in  
the design of the card. Best of luck to all of our students.

Following feedback from the iLearn and iCommunicate 
student councils, brand new merit badges have recently 
been launched in Year 7-10 assemblies, to recognise and 
reward students for the high number of merit conduct 
points that have been earned. Students decided on the 
badge design and the number of net merits needed to 
receive the ‘star’ badge. There are many students currently 
wearing the bronze ‘star’ on their blazer lapel with some 
students proudly sporting the silver ‘star’ badge.

Congratulations to those who have received a merit badge 
- can they move up to the next coloured badge? There are 
many students who are very close to achieving one too! 
The next round will be awarded before Easter. Thank you 
to all students who contributed to this decision process.

Andrew Martin - Headteacher 

Heads up. 

On Wednesday 23rd January, 149 students were 
welcomed from Bodriggy, Gwinear, Leedstown, 
Ludgvan, Penpol, Connor Downs and St Erth to 

take part in our STEM Focus day (STEM stands for  
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics).

IN SCIENCE,  students learned how coloured  
pigments can be used in analytical techniques in the 
field of chemical sciences.  They undertook experiments 
such as chromatography and neutralisation of acids.  

TECHNOLOGY & TEXTILES  
Students next learned the resist-dyeing method of 
batik, applying hot wax using a tjanting tool.  The wax 
repels the dye and this means that the fabric will remain 
white where you have put the wax.

FOOD - 5 A DAY CAKES  
Students used a traditional creaming method to make 
light fluffy fruit flavoured cakes and learned how a 
product can be developed to fulfil one of the  
government’s key pieces of healthy eating advice.

ENGINEERING – SOLAR POWER CAR ACTIVITY 
The teams raced to design miniature solar powered 
buggies, taking into account, height, weight and where 
to put the solar panel, finally racing them on a specially 
built track.

MATHS MURDER MYSTERY
Students worked in detective teams to solve  
mathematical clues, break codes, and follow cloaked 
directions to find out by whom, why and where the 
murder happened.  There were bonus problems along 
the way and prizes!
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YEAR 6
TRANSITION
ENGLISH AND 
LANGUAGES

Our transition events are held throughout  
the year, as part of an 18 month  
programme starting in Year 5, working 

closely with our primary partners.

The programme and events are designed in order to 
make the move from primary to secondary education  
as smooth a process as possible.  The benefits are that  
it builds confidence and a familiarity with the new 

school and our teachers. When the children then  
arrive at Hayle Academy, they know the other  
students in their year and have already made friends  
at the events.

On Tuesday 26th February, Hayle Academy welcomed 
138 Year 6 pupils from Bodriggy, Gwinear, Leedstown, 
Ludgvan, Penpol and St Erth to take part in a ‘Creative  
Writing & Languages’ skills day.



CREATIVE WRITING

In the creative language sessions, students read a  
description of a newly discovered planet and were 
asked to illustrate the piece of writing. 
 
In the practical challenge, they had to use their  
imaginations to describe a totally new planet. Students 
were challenged to use a variety of adjectives and a 
range of descriptive techniques. 

LANGUAGES
 
The focus in the languages activity was to create their 
own extra-terrestrials and describe them in Spanish!

The students learnt parts of the body and adjectives 
to describe their creations. Finally, they put together a 
display of all their amazing aliens. 



NEWS
UPDATE
ALUMNI 

Bethany Sheppard attended 
Hayle Community School four 
years ago and is currently 

half-way through her degree at  
Exeter College, University of  
Oxford. Now in her second year, 
she is reading Physics. 

Bethany joined Hayle Academy 
from Bodriggy Primary School in 
2010 and finished her GCSEs in 
2015. She particularly enjoyed 
Maths and Physics and  
subsequently studied the  
subjects as well as Further Maths, 
Geography and French at AS and  
A Level at Truro College. 

Outside her studies, she has joined 
the college rowing club and rows 
on the Isis. 

For her second year, she applied  
to be accommodated with the  
American students from a  
Massachusetts University and 
joins her US colleagues for events 
around the UK and Europe.  
 
Bethany is also a member of the 
Oxford Union and has attended 
events from well known speakers 
and musicians, including Sir Ian 
McKellen and Andy Garcia. She 
hopes to realise her ambition to 
work in the space sector once  
her studies are complete.    
 
 
 



1 
In response to student feedback, the 

school was exceptionally fortunate to host  
a Diversity Workshop run by the Cornish 
Pirates. Students were joined by staff and 
players from the club who shared their  
experiences of diversity and the importance 
of equality, respect, tolerance and  
kindness, linked to our work on British Values.  
The feedback from students has been very 
positive and our thanks go to the team for all 
their hard work. 

2 
Barry Lea-Clark – Science teacher at  

Hayle Academy, has set up a recycling club. 
Every Thursday, students can go along and 
help build eco-bricks.  These bricks can then 
be turned into structures, thus preventing 
their disposal into landfills or the shipping of 
waste to other countries, such as Malaysia.   
Visit: www.ecobricks.org/  to learn more. 

3 
In response to a student request, Hayle 

Academy took part in a Lymphoedema  
awareness week. 
Lymphoedema is swelling that generally  
occurs in one of your arms or leg and  
sometimes in both arms or both legs.   
It is most commonly caused by the removal 
of, or damage to your lymph nodes  and is a 
result of a blockage in your lymphatic system, 
part of your immune system. The blockage 
prevents lymph fluid from draining well, and 
the fluid build-up leads to the swelling. 
There is currently no cure for lymphoedema; 
it can be managed with early diagnosis and  
meticulous care of the affected limb. 

LYMPHOEDEMA BAKE SALE: 
A Hayle Academy student  

suffers from the condition and  
welcomed the awareness event.

Hundreds of delicious cakes were 
sold each break time from  

Wednesday through Friday. 
Students raised over £465.06,

through the cakes sales and funky 
socks/tights day

NEWS UPDATE
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On 17th March, two staff members - 
Mr Glew and Ms Jarrett - will race in 
the Cornwall Hospice Half Marathon 

to raise money in order to keep providing 
care and support for those affected by  
terminal illnesses in Cornwall. They are  
pictured above left during a training session, 
mixed with some extreme reading!
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If you didn’t have to sleep, what would you do with the  
extra time?  Maybe have a snooze? 

What hobby would you get into if time and money  
weren’t an issue?  Space exploration. 

What fictional place would you most like to go?  
Hobbiton, via Mordor.

If you could turn any activity into an Olympic sport, what 
would you have a good chance at winning a medal for?   
Stone balancing on the beach.

Who has impressed you most with what they’ve  
accomplished? Elon Musk.

They say that everyone has a book in them. What would your 
book be about? Approaching life’s mundane but important 
things like a computer program.

What are three interesting facts about you?  When I was five  
I found a human skull on Easter Island. I have been product free 
since 2015. I spend my non-work time barefoot, whatever the 
weather. 

What life skills are rarely taught but extremely useful?
Gosh, there are many! How about: tying knots, laces and ties. 
Budgeting. Keeping good notes. Giving a good handshake.  
Breathing through one’s nose. Making healthy food. Looking  
people in the eyes.

What scientific discovery would change the course of  
humanity overnight if it was discovered?  Free energy.  
and cider. 

If you had a HUD (head-up display) that showed three stats 
about any person you looked at, what three stats would you 
want it to show? That’s creepy!  Heart Rate Variability. Telomere 
length. Oxidative stress. If I could have a fourth it would  
  probably be Total Facebook Likes. 

             If you had a giraffe that you needed        
 to hide, where would you hide   
 it? I have a hollowed out over- 

 sized giraffe statue for just such  
  a thing!

      What’s something common from        
    your childhood that will seem strange            

 to future generations?   
            Slinkys and family time.

Meet Our Staff. 

MATT RIPLEY
Teaches Computer Science

Extreme Reading  
Challenge photos 
are shown left and 

above. 
 
Which is your favourite?
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1 
GRINNING LIKE A CHESHIRE CAT 

Whilst still at St. Pirans School, Josephine  
entered the National Art Competition in 2018. 
From 98 independent schools, over 100,000 
pupils entered art pieces; Josephine reached 
the finals and her drawing Cheshire Cat was 
one of 200 regional winners exhibited at the 
finals.  Very well done!

2 
STUDENT VOICE 

In response to the iCare student council 
discussions, a suggestions box and a worries 
box have been purchased and positioned to 
the right of the main reception doors, tucked 
in next to the PTA notice board. These locked, 
black ‘letterboxes’ are intended to provide 
a further opportunity for students to share 
their ideas, thoughts and possibly any worries. 
To enable us to follow-up on any ‘posts’, it is 
useful for students to place their name at the 
bottom of their note.

4 
 PROM PASSPORT 

In response to, and in consultation with a Year  
11 student council sub-group, our prom  
passport was launched this month and gives 
Year 11 students an opportunity to earn 
points for revision, attendance, class  
engagement and a host  of other parameters 
in the lead up to the summer exam. They 
can earn  discounts of up to £10 pounds off 
the prom ticket and the top five scorers will 
receive a free copy of their year book. A race 
to be the best.

NEWS UPDATE

5 
WORLD BOOK DAY  

On Thursday 7th March, a book fair was supplied by the St 
Ives Book shop. Students could choose from varied authors 
and were given a World Book Day £1 voucher. Events included 
quizzes to win books and a choice of a free World Book Day 
book of their choice to keep.

3 
REWARD MERIT BADGES LAUNCHED 

To earn a bronze badge, students need 
to achieve a net total of at least 75 merits 
- any behaviour detentions and demerits 
will also be taken into consideration. For 
silver, the net total is at least 150 merits 
and for gold, 250. The gold badge is a  
customised version, stating the year 
group, and can be kept by students at the 
end of each academic year.



A group of Year 8 students were selected to represent Hayle  
Academy at a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) 

challenge held at Helston Community College. It was a Faraday challenge 
organised by IET representatives from industry.  
 
Our students formed 2 groups and in the challenge they had to work 
closely as a team in order to create a completely innovative product  
design which could be used in work carried out on the James Webb 
Space Telescope. Their designs also had to incorporate an electronic  
component. During the day they had to design and create a working 
model, including an electronic circuit; they finished with team  
presentations.  
 
Students produced some incredible ideas and demonstrated excellent 
team work. We very narrowly came second place to Helston Community 
College in the challenge which was also attended by Redruth and  
Humphry Davy. I was extremely proud of them all.   BY:  MRS TRELOAR

TEAM WORK 
To create a working model,  

including an electronic circuit; 
they finished with team  

presentations. 

STEMCHALLENGEHELSTON 



SCIENCE WEEK 

Global 
Green 
Values

This planet faces some tough choices if we as  
a species are to thrive in a bio diverse world.  
Communities across this country and world are  

now starting to take action to prevent problems such as:  
Air, water and land pollution, deforestation, soil degradation,  
the greenhouse gas effect, and species extinction which, 
collectively, will help to redress this crisis.  
 
It is not too late to make a positive impact on the  
environment; through the power of knowledge you can lead 
a more sustainable lifestyle, perhaps even contribute to  
tackling some of these issues here in school or within your 
own home. We only have one home and that is Planet Earth.

PEKIT
Please phone Mrs Hickson to  

ensure items are ready to pick up.  

PLEASE NOTE: 
We are unable to sell PE Kit  

on Friday afternoons.
Tel: 01736 753009 or email  

enquiries@hayleacademy.net
for availability.

BY: MR LEA-CLARK



AND 
FINALLY

C ongratulations  
to Barry Lea-Clark for  
his permanent appointment  

into the Science department.  

Originally from Newcastle upon Tyne, 
Barry has spent the last  
decade in Cornwall. He is a green 
warrior, and therefore uses the  
planets resources sparingly:

“I don’t eat meat or dairy as  
this is the largest contributor to 
greenhouse gases. Instead I grow  
my own produce and live as  
sustainably as possible”. 

Our shop is now open every day during Tutor time in Room 22 and is run by students.   
Opening hours: 08:55-09:05 CASH ONLY.  
 

Pens & Pencils 10p, Rubbers 10p, Sharpeners 10p,  Rulers 15p.  
Pencil case set with black pen, ruler, rubber, sharpener and 6” ruler only £1.00 Scientific Calculators £5.50.

Our conference room 
received a stunning  
makeover during 

the February half-term.   
The Hayle Estuary mural is a  
photograph taken by Mike 
Greenslade. 
(Mikegreenslade.com).

EQUIPMENTSHOP



ONLINE SAFTY GUIDES  
FOR PARENTS/CARERS





YOUNG LEADERS 
LUNCH TIME CLUBS

These sessions are run by our young leaders and include 
basketball, dodge-ball, four corner football, netball and 
bench ball.   

 
This is a great  
opportunity  
to get involved 
and have some 
fun!

All Academy  
students are  
welcome to attend.

S
P

O
R

T
 N

E
W

S

On 18th January, Hayle  
Academy took 12 pupils from 
Year 7-Year 11 to Truro College 

for the Cornwall Lord’s Taverners Pan 
Boccia Competition. It was a fierce  
competition with 7 schools entering  
up to 3 teams each.  
 
Our students gave it everything that 
they had and fought hard. Kasey,  
Courtney, Aimee and Katie were  
ferocious contenders. Bradley, Callum, 
Charlie and Owen also gave a fight, 
while Ashlyn, Lauren, Sky and Jowan 
fought to the bitter end and played  
an awesome and tactical game.  
 
REPORTS BY:  
MRS  THOMAS-MCLEAN 

PROJECT
ABILITY

On Friday it was delightful to  
present a bag of equipment to  
the school Boccia team.  

 
They wrote a lovely letter asking for a set 
of equipment so that they could practise 
their skills before events.  
 
Humphry Davy is interested in playing 
a couple of friendly matches in the near 
future, so it will be good to see how our 
team gets on. 
 



WOW, WHAT A TOURNAMENT!  
The girls turned up in high spirits even though 
they potentially had to face Mounts Bay at 

some point during the tournament, but that didn’t 
affect their first game against Humphry Davy. 

They were switched on from the start.  Their fielding 
and bowling was on form with very few wides, backing 
each other up with great team play to give us a win.

Our second game saw us face Cape Cornwall School, 
who was going to be harder than our first game but  
Rachel set the tone, bowling the only maiden over 
of the whole tournament. Katie was also on top form 
playing wicket keeper stumping Cape’s team out left 
and right, and the rest of the team demonstrating some 
amazing catches.  

We knew if we won this game we were going through 
to play in the next round, so our batting needed to be 
good. However, the girls didn’t disappoint, placing the 
ball in the spaces and running all the runs possible.  
We won convincingly with over 70 runs.

 
GIRLS ON FIRE

Following our success we finished 1st place and faced 
4th place Humphry Davy to see who went into the final 
against either Mounts Bay or St Ives. The players knew 
all they had to do was play sensibly, which they did with 
lots of communication and great team spirit. We passed 
their score with 2 overs still to come. 

The team sat and watched St Ives versus Mounts Bay 
- cheering on St Ives,  hoping they could beat Mounts 
Bay but sadly it wasn’t in their favour and we faced 
Mounts Bay in the final.

They didn’t let this stop them, with amazing fielding 
from everyone. Sadly, Mounts Bay’s bowling was just 
too fast for our girls and they couldn’t quite place the 
ball where they wanted and lost in the final. However, 
they played the best cricket I have seen from these girls 
and if you see any of them please congratulate them on 
how well they played.  
Players of the tournament: Katie and Rachel.
Team: Holly J, Holly C, Katie, Iris, Eve, Jess, Daisy, Tirzah, 
Rachel              
STORY BY: MRS PENROSE
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Kyan worked hard over the half term 

break creating these unique art works 
using spray paints.   

 
He has been working on building up the 
layers and also scratching into them. 
 
These pieces of a high standard will be 
a great starting point for Kyan’s personal 
mock exam project in the summer term. 
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FANCY  
DRESS
(Optional)

REFRESHMENTS  
AVAILABLE
FREE WATER
Squash (10p)
Own bottle  
filled (20p)

ICE POLES 20p
SWEETS 5p each 

TICKETS 

TICKETS

£2
IN  AFFILIATION  WITH  NITE  FLITE  MOBILE  DISCO 

FREE
EASTER  

EGGS 
(on exit)

FRIDAY 29th MARCH  
6PM - 8PM

TRANSPORT HOME MUST BE ARRANGED BY PARENTS/CARERS

DISCO
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