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H O M E L E S S 
S H O E  B O X E S

Thank you everyone who contributed to the 
homeless shoebox appeal. 

The generosity and kindness in the 21 boxes is 
so very welcome.

 

HEADS UP

This half term has been lengthy and 
exhausting but we have had much to 
celebrate, enjoy and learn from at  

Hayle Academy in this time. It was lovely to 
host so many of our year five students when 
they came to the school for a day to explore 
outer space. We were so proud of the four 
students who represented the major parties 
in the election, presenting to all students in 
assemblies and it was great that our students 
had the chance to place their vote in the school 
elections, learning much about what it means 
to live in a democracy.

We have also enjoyed some wonderful 
festive celebrations. The Christmas concert 
featured many of our students who performed 
brilliantly. We are very grateful to the PTA 
for organising a lovely Christmas fete in the 
school; we also enjoyed hosting the community 
Churches Together Christmas concert.

However, it is not all just been about having fun! 
This term staff and students have been working 
hard to ensure that standards of behaviour and 
conduct are as good as can be. Parents may 
have noticed there has been a strong emphasis 
on wearing uniform correctly and all staff are 
ensuring that students work to the best of their 
ability in all lessons. We really do appreciate 
parents' support in ensuring that students at 
Hayle understand we have high expectations of 
them. These expectations will serve them well 
through their education, careers and future life.

Finally I would like to thank parents who have 
taken the trouble to contact us for whatever 
reason. Recently I was able to share some really 
positive emails from parents with staff and it 
does mean a lot to our team when they receive 
such warm feedback. Please, whatever the 
reason, good or bad, do stay in touch.  
 
We wish you all a fantastic festive break.

MR DAN MATHER - HEAD OF SCHOOL
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CHRISTMAS FAYRE

On Friday 13th December, it was a lucky 
time for those who attended the Christmas 

Fayre.  Students and visitors enjoyed visiting a 
selection of stalls showcasing arts and crafts. 
 
The PTA would like to thank all the volunteers 
from PTA, staff, parents, carers, stall holders, 
children and members of Hayle community for 
such a great Christmas Fayre this year, there 
was a lovely atmosphere overall and from the 
stalls, symbolising our spirit of community.  
 
Thanks to all the vendors who delighted us with 
a varied mix of stalls, including:

Christmas wreaths, Pixie cove craft, Gwithian 
silver, Wild Reef, Leon Jewellery, Eloise Textile 

Hayle Academy and the PTA would like to 
extend a very big thank you to Dobbies 

garden centre who have donated us a beautiful 
Christmas tree for the foyer this Christmas. 
 
We wish them all a Merry Christmas and extend 
thanks to Hayle Academy PTA for decorating it.

treasures and Cakes, Mrs Clarks Crafts Stall, Mrs 
Spence Handmade Crafts, Elaine’s Diamond Art.

The PTA is pleased with the amount we have 
made towards the shelter for the playground.

A very well done and thank you to all staff who 
supported us, whether through the organisation 
of the event, donations or attending. We raised 
£213.32p towards the playground shelter.  
 
We wish you a peaceful Christmas and Happy 
New Year.

C H R I S T M A S  T R E E
D O N AT I O N

HAYLE ACADEMY MAGAZINE  |     3



NEWS 
ATTENDANCE
12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS

Attendance has continued to be a big focus 
for Hayle Academy since we returned 
on September 2nd and we have also 

had a huge focus on punctuality, resulting in 
improvements to students arriving at school 
for 8.50am. We aim to motivate and reward 
both good attendance and punctuality and each 
month the highest attending Form Group of each 
year has received treats for their Tutor  
Groups to share. 

This year we have tweaked the 12 days of 
Christmas scheme so the whole school work 
together as a community to try and achieve 
the reward. If the whole school can collectively 
achieve 96%+ attendance for the 12 days of 
Christmas, the whole school will be rewarded by 
getting to watch a movie of their choice and have 
treats provided at the end of term.

Other rewards will be up for grabs. Students 
with 100% attendance since 2nd September 
will be entered into the prize draw and have the 
chance to win a small gift voucher. All other 
students with 100% will receive chocolate treats. 

Alongside this we have selected target groups 
from each year group and the students with 
the most improved attendance over the 12 days 
of Christmas will win a small gift voucher and 
selection boxes for the runners up.

We are currently planning our Easter 
Eggstravaganza for students who can achieve 
100% attendance for the spring term (7th January 
to 28th March), and even bigger prizes for those 
with 100% for the entire year. We also aim to 
launch the new monthly ATTENDANCE MATTERS 
reward scheme. 

We continue to try and raise the standards for 
all of our students here at Hayle Academy and 
where better to start than good attendance. 
Remember, good attendance = good results!
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STUDENT COUNCIL 
RESTRUCTURE

In January we will be restarting the school 
council. This council will meet once a month 
during tutor time and period one.  

 
In each meeting the council will hear from the 
different iCouncils about the work they have 
been doing and the council will also discuss  
important school issues.  I caught up with the 
Head Boy, Tommy, to get his views on how this 
will help decision making overall. 

“Within the old structure, there were 4 sub-
councils iCare, iSite, iFit , iLearn, who sorted out 
the problems regarding their sector and reported 
their main problems to iCommunicate, who then 
dealt with these problems alongside those raised 
from within their group. 

The new structure replaces iCommunicate with 
an overall school council, which will consist of 
our Year 11 leaders, but we are also looking for 
representatives from other year groups, ideally at 
least one boy and one girl from each year group.   
 
The School Council will deal with similar 
problems to iCommunicate and focus on 
Mr Mather's new school agenda.This new 
arrangement should improve efficiency as we 
will have targets to meet and instead of just 
dealing with problems, we will be improving  
the school.”

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE BENEFITS TO BE 
GAINED? This new Council should represent 
the student voice better due to the variety of 
students standing from each year. 

WHAT IS THE PROCESS TO APPLY AND 
DEADLINE?  
If you would like to apply to be on the council 
please write a letter of application. In your letter 
you need to discuss the following:

- Why you think having a school council is a   
good idea.
– Why you think you would make a good school        
counsellor 
 – What are the main issues with the council 
should be looking at next term?

WHAT TYPES OF PEOPLE ARE YOU ON THE 
LOOKOUT FOR? 
Reliable enough to turn up to all the meetings, 
hardworking, sensible and know if there is 
anything in their year that needs change or 
improvement.

HOW WILL YOUR ROLE CHANGE WITHIN THE 
NEW COUNCIL? 
Eve and I will still be influential in the Council 
and bringing about change in the school, but Mr 
Mather will be leading/directing us more than in 
the old iCommunicate.

Students from each year are invited to apply for 
positions on the new Student Council by applying 
in writing. 

Letters of application should be no longer than 
one side of A4 and can be written or typed. 
Please remember to put your name and tutor 
group on the letter clearly. Letters must be 
returned to Mr Mather by Friday 17th of January. 

If you have any questions  please do see  
Mr Mather.  Good Luck!



MATHS   
CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

I caught up with Mrs Kate Jones, our Head of Maths, to give a simple overview of what is studied in 
our Maths curriculum and why.

Last year, Heads of Maths across the country got together via Twitter to collaborate as a Maths 
Partnerships on the Year 7 Maths Learning Journey.  This data was then individually modified to  
suit the school based on size and location. 

At Hayle Academy the Maths Journey starts with Algebra so it can be interleaved as an extension 
and smoothly fed into the other topics.  This 5 year scheme of learning links with our feeder school’s 
curriculum and is part of the Year 5-8 continuity project which is part of the Maths Hub. This enables 
a smooth transition from primary to secondary school maths.

The Hayle Academy journey looks like this:  

YEAR 7: Algebraic Thinking - Place Value & Proportion – Application of Number – Directed Number – 
Fractional Thinking – Lines & Angles TO YEAR 8 

 

About eighteen months ago a group of  
Year 5 students, visiting Hayle Academy for the 

communication day, wrote letters to their favourite 
authors. This week one of the authors replied!  
 
It was a long wait, but this author sent his replies all 
the way from Dakota, USA. The writer is the bestselling 
author Jeff Kinney who is most famous for the series of 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid which is so popular.  
 
In the letters he apologizes for the delay and thanks 
the students for their letters. Each letter has some 
illustrations and has been personally signed. Students, 
who are now in year 7, were delighted to receive them. 
One student said: “I was so excited. I couldn’t believe he 
had actually written back.”

NEWS 
ROUND UP
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All projects in art link with contextual work 
involving various cultures and civilisations 

from around the world.  They lead to a better 
understanding of different ways of life and a 
respect for cultures that are different from our 
own.  
 
Year 8 students are currently studying life 
in America and Britain in the 1950’s and its 
influence on Pop Art including the different 
styles of Pop Art in each country.  The images 
show students Pop Collages where they have 
explored the use of every day popular items to 
make artwork.   
 
Typography and comics were also explored and 
some Year 8 students had a huge amount of 
fun baking cake messages at home to support 
their collage work. 

ART 
GLOBAL VALUES
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C H R I S T M A S  C O N C E R T 

O n T u e s d a y  1 0 t h  a n d  W e d n e s d a y  1 1 t h  
o f  D e c e m b e r, H a y le  A c a d e m y  h e ld  
C h r i s tm a s  c a r o l  c o n c e r t s . I n  s p i t e  o f  

t h e  w in d  a n d  d r i v in g  r a in , f a m i l i e s  a t t e n d e d  in  
s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  t a le n t e d  s t u d e n t s . T h e  e v e n in g  
b e g a n  w i t h  a  c a t c h y  n u m b e r  f r o m  t h e  H a y le  
B r a s s  E n s e m b le  f o l lo w e d  b y  t h e  H e a d  o f  S c h o o l ’s  
(D a n  M a t h e r ) w e lc o m e .  

T h e r e  w e r e  p le n t y  o f  s o n g s  f o r  t h e  a u d ie n c e  t o  
j o in  in  w i t h  a n d  g r e a t  p e r f o rm a n c e s  f r o m  s o lo i s t  
K C , a  s in g in g  d u e t  c o m p o s e d  b y  Z a i le e  a n d  E l la , 
a  p i a n o  d u e t  p e r f o rm e d  b y  N a fi s a  a n d  P e t e r , 
s t r a n g e ly  c a l le d  “ T w o  G u i t a r s ”.  T h e  r e a d in g s   
w e r e  p o ig n a n t  a n d  b e a u t i f u l  s in g in g  w a s  
p r o v id e d  b y  t h e  H a y le s  H a rm o n ic s , T h u r s d a y  
L u n c h t im e  S in g e r s  a n d  7 B 1  a n d  7 B 2  s in g e r s . 
T h a n k  y o u  t o  e v e r y o n e  in v o lv e d  in  m a k in g  t h i s  
g r e a t  e v e n in g  h a p p e n .
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On Tuesday 3rd December, Year 9 Hayle Academy 
students and Humanities Faculty, heard 
testimony from Holocaust survivor, Mala Tribich 

MBE, as part of a visit organised by the Holocaust 
Educational Trust (HET).  
 
Her full story can be found here https://www.
marchoftheliving.org.uk/survivor-story/mala-tribich/

Using propaganda, new legislation and persecution, 
Jews were denied human and civil rights and in 1941 
the murders began.  Known as the Holocaust, the Nazis 
planned to murder all Jews across Europe in mass 
shootings using death firing squads. Then, to carry these 
murders out on a much larger scale, concentration and 
extermination camps (gas chambers) were introduced. 
By the end of the Holocaust more than 6 million Jewish 
men, women and children were killed.

Mala hopes that telling her personal Holocaust story 
will encourage students to learn from the lessons of the 
Holocaust and make a positive difference in their own 

WITHOUT HOPE 
THERE IS 

NO SURVIVAL!
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lives, and the understanding of what happens 
when racism and prejudice become acceptable.

Mala’s testimony was followed by a question 
and answers session which helped students to 
better understand the nature of the Holocaust 
and explored its lessons in more depth. Some 
students asked the following questions:

Do you ever get Flashbacks?  
Yes I still do as I cannot just abandon that  
part of my life. 

What can people learn from these events? 
We must all stand up to prejudice and 
discrimination.  Do something, if you see it! 
Don’t be a bystander. 

Did you ever give up hope?  
At the camps we were shaved and wore the 
same clothing, we all looked the same, we 
were no longer individuals, and stripped of our 
identities. We no longer felt like human beings, 
which made some lose hope and without hope 
– there is no survival.

There seemed no end, things just got worse and 
worse daily.

I do not remember losing or having it –  
I just soldiered on. I must have had it, but not 
consciously!

Did you make any friends and did any of  

them survive?

 I don’t remember making friends as I was too 
focused on looking after my young cousin. 
Once we were liberated however, I met other 
survivors whom I always kept in touch with.

Why do you think you survived? I think the 
main reason was that they misprinted my birth 
date, making me older than I actually was, 16, 
not 14, that made me useful, unlike babies or 
older adults.

The visit was part of the Holocaust Educational 
Trust’s extensive all year round Outreach 
Programme, which is available to schools 
across the UK.

January 27th 2020 will mark the 75th 
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz- 
Birkenau with many events across the country 
and on the BBC.
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Across the UK 2,000 people die each week after 
suffering a sudden cardiac arrest (SCA), which 
is the equivalent of one person every 5 minutes. 
This statistic includes one child daily in our 
schools.

According to the European Resuscitation Council 
(ERC) a shock by defibrillation administered 
within one minute increases the chance of 
survival by 90 per cent. Our students are now 
more confident that they would know what to 
do in such an emergency and our thanks go to 
Leon and the team for providing such a valuable 
training session. 

For further information, please see  
https://www.rrmc.life/  
or contact Miss Wilson. 

At the end of November, Year 11 spent the 
morning completing a range of Global 

Values based activities in preparation for life 
beyond Hayle Academy. One of the sessions was 
spent with Leon and the team from the Ronnie 
Richards Memorial Charity (RRMC) where 
students learnt how to perform CPR and use an 
AED (automated external defibrillator).

Paul and Liz Williams co-founded the Cornwall 
based charity following the death of Liz’s 
very close brother Ronnie Richards who sadly 
collapsed and died from sudden cardiac arrest 
(SCA) whilst playing a game of football at 
Penzance Leisure Centre.

First aid C A N  I N C R E A S E 
S U R V I VA L 
R AT E S  BY  9 0 %
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Duke of Edinburgh participants need to show a skill or  
do volunteer work as part of the programme. Roxy in  

Year 9, decided to show skill and built a model house.    
 
Having previously watched YouTube videos on this feat, she 
thought it had looked difficult but it was something she had 
wanted to try for a while.  

Her first plan was to make the whole house from cardboard, 
but this idea was scrapped as it was too flimsy, so it was the 
perfect solution when she found a basic 3D plywood model 
in a craft shop to set her off.  The conditions of the skills test 
were she had to dedicate an hour a week for 6 months.

Once finished, Roxy then had to pick an assessor to write  
a review of her handiwork.  She chose Hayle Academy  
Head of Art Alison Tranter. Who thought she’d done an 
amazing job! 

Asked what she had enjoyed most Roxie beams saying, 
“Painting the finished house. The most difficult part of the 
project was making all the furniture out of cardboard.”

T H E  YO U T U B E                   
A R C H I T E C T
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GOOD ENOUGH 
TO EAT

As part of our SEN 
programme at Hayle 
Academy we teach our 

students life skills.  
 
Among these are budgeting 
and food shopping. In the 
past few weeks, students 
have baked apple and black 
berry crumble, and bread and 
butter pudding. This week, 
Owen in Year 9 got to make a 
gingerbread house.  
 
He was taken to shop for his 
ingredients at the local super 
market and then he calculated 
his expenses.  With the help 
of his TA (Teaching Assistant) 
he then mixed and baked the 
gingerbread sheets to form 
the walls and roof of the 
house.

Using icing sugar as mortar, 
the house was finished 
and ready to decorate. The 
sweets were added using 
melted chocolate to keep 
them in place and the sugary 
landscaping was finished  
off with a chocolate Curly 
Wurly fence. 

Owen intends to share his 
delicious creation with the  
class but from the few gaps I 
noticed, he found it irresistible  
and couldn’t wait and I don’t 
blame him.  Very well done. 

SEN 
Life skills

14     |     HAYLE ACADEMY MAGAZINE



On Tuesday 2nd December, Hayle Academy 
held their annual Christmas Brass Workshop.

Local primary students from Connor Downs,  
St Erth, Bodriggy and Kehelland were invited to 
join Hayle Academy brass players to rehearse 
a selection of Christmas festive songs as an 
ensemble.

BRASSBRASS
CHRISTMASCHRISTMAS

Brass leader, Kirsten Burden was very 
impressed with their dedication and how they 
performed that afternoon. Following along with 
tradition, parents and family were invited to 
a performance. Music played included; Rockin  
Around The Christmas Tree, Winter Wonderland, 
Frosty The Snowman & We Wish You A Merry 
Christmas.

Kiki from St Erth who has only been playing for 
4 weeks said, “I love  today because it’s much 
louder than playing on my own.”
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What a week in politics 
last week has been! 
Not to be outdone by 

the Westminster politicians, Hayle 
Academy went full steam ahead with 
our own Mock General Election. Four 
political parties were represented by 
students from the school:

Brexit Party -  Luke Year 9

Conservative Party – Elias Year 11

Labour Party - Victor Year 11

Liberal Democrats – Julia Year 11

The parties campaigned in the run 
up to the election and delivered their 
party manifestos during a series of 
assemblies.  
 
Alongside this, all students looked  
at various elements of the  
democratic process during Global 
Matters sessions in tutor time. This 
included democracy and voting, 
government structure and roles, 
political parties, and how to take 
part in the electoral system.  
 

 
MOCK 

ELECTIONS 

16     |     HAYLE ACADEMY MAGAZINE



E L E C T I O N  D AY 
D AY  R E S U LT S

The week culminated in a realistic mock 
election where all students and staff were 
given the opportunity to take to the polls on 
12th December in our very own polling station. 

The results were counted and were as follows:

• Brexit Party -  52

• Conservative Party – 153

• Labour Party - 226

• Liberal Democrats – 55

Whilst the results may not have mirrored the 
reality of the actual 2019 General Election, the 
experience within the school was very real. 

Our young politicians were amazing 
ambassadors and conducted their campaigns 
with dignity and respect - they could probably 
teach a few politicians in Westminster a thing 
or two! Well done all of you! 
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gain more insight into the Origins of Life by 
exploring: 
-  A possible theory to the question ‘How did           
   life begin on Earth?’
- What do we mean by the ‘Big Bang?’
- What could the Earth have been like when       
   life first began?

The Geography workshop explored Dinosaur 
extinction theories and they reviewed the 
evidence to support different theories. 

In Science, students worked in teams to 
build a Mars Lander (to safely land an egg 
without breaking it) which tested their 
thinking, planning and design skills, in order 
to link their Lander designs to the forces 
involved in landing on a planet or asteroid.

P R I M A RY 
PA R T N E R S H I P S

On Thursday 28th November, Hayle 
Academy welcomed 214 local primary 

schools students from Bodriggy, Connor 
Downs, Leedstown, Ludgvan, Penpol and St 
Erth to a Planet Earth Day Event.   
 
Students were able to visit the Space 
Odyssey Dome which offers a 360° 
planetarium experience!  Students hoped to 
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SPORTING SUCCESS

Last Thursday, Hayle Academy cricket team attended an indoor cricket round robin against Mounts Bay  
Academy A and B teams.  Hayle faced their A team first and were up against it and fell just short of 

being out bowled by them, but they turned it around in the next match to win against their B team.   
Well done team, you should all be PROUD! 
 
Team members: Jack, Cody, Tristan, Ben, Robbie, Tom


