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HEADS UP

BODY

W

e recently conducted our first
parents' survey. We are very
grateful for the 124 replies that we
received and this is a really strong response
to this type of survey. I am delighted to report
that there were some very positive results
that we can be proud of as a school as well
as some clear and very helpful feedback on
areas to develop.
In particular we are delighted that the vast
majority of parents felt their child is doing
well at school and feels safe. Similarly,
most parents felt their child is happy at
school, that the school has high expectations
of students and that students are usually
well-behaved. Parents also told us that
they feel well informed about their child's
academic progress.
The survey did indicate some areas we need
to explore further, and this is very valuable
feedback for us. A significant number of
parents felt that the school could deal with
parental concerns better and many parents
want to be better informed about what their
child will learn during the year. We also
want to work more closely with families
and students so that we embed a clear and
protective anti-bullying culture at the school.
We will be exploring all these issues in detail
over coming weeks and will keep parents
informed of our progress. In particular,
Governors will be considering an updated
and revised anti-bullying policy at their next
meeting and we will be appointing a student
anti-bullying team as a first step in our work
in this area.
Once again I would like to thank parents for
getting involved in the survey. The Leadership
Team is continuing to review our systems for
communicating with and seeking parental
feedback and our next survey is due to take
place at the start of the summer term.
Thank you for your continued support.
MR DAN MATHER - HEAD OF SCHOOL
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FRONT COVER IMAGE BY: FREY, YEAR 10

I M AG E
W

ithin English last term, Year 9 students
considered the importance of body
image. This was an issue linked to the Global
Values that are explored through all subjects
in school.
The students were presented with facts and
images from a wide variety of media and
researched the topic for themselves.
Following this, students were able to make
some important comments around the issue of
body image, in particular the focus on boys and
their ‘perceived’ role in society.
This created a greater understanding of how
other people might view themselves when
suffering with mental health.
The students said they found the issue
remarkably interesting and were shocked by the
impact of stereotypes in society.
BY: ESTHER HOCKLEY
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P I A N O M AST E R
C LA S S
O

n Tuesday 21st January, piano students
at Hayle Academy took part in a
Master Class with renowned concert
pianist Mr Richard Meyrick.
Three of our GCSE music students
performed for Mr Meyrick; Peter
performed Satie’s Gnossienne No. 1, Nafisa
played the Brahms Intermezzo and Charlie
finished with The Theme from Star Wars.
Constructive criticism and advice was
then given, in front of a select audience of
young pianists.
The Master Class will certainly help our
GCSE students in preparation for their final
performances and hopefully inspire the
younger students to continue working hard
at their studies.
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Peter said,

"it was really useful to
think about the music
alongside the composer,
helping to give an
insight into the music
we are playing."
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YEAR 10
A RT

I

n art, students experimented with an
old printing method used in Japan
called Gyotaku. This printing technique
was used by fisherman as a data
collection method to record what they
caught in the sea.
Year 10 also experimented with printing
using plants and having a different range
of paper to print on.
The prints came out very clearly, using
drawing inks and showed all the details
of the sea bass and sea bream.
Year 10 will present their work creatively
with their research and create some final
outcomes from the explorative work.
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NEWS

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL
DAY BY: LAURA WEEKS

Across the UK, thousands of local events
and activities in schools and communities
take place every year.
Miss Weeks’ message to the students was
as follows: Genocide is a direct example of what can
happen if society breaks down. It is essential
that we teach the next generation about the
atrocities of The Holocaust and other genocides
that followed, such as Cambodia (1975), Rwanda
(1994), Bosnia (1995) and Darfur (2003-Present) .
Teaching young people about the importance of
kindness is one of the most important things we
can teach them. Standing up to hatred, injustice
and prejudice is everyone’s duty, not just for
one individual to tackle alone. We must learn
that freedom is for everyone. We need to stand
together against oppression.
In December, we had the honour of hosting Mala
Tribich MBE. She left us with this message:

L

aura Weeks explored the Holocaust Memorial
Day with the Year 9s in assembly. Memorial
Day is an annual event to mark the death and
persecution of 6 million people by the Nazis
during the holocaust. 27th January 1945, is the
day Auschwitz-Birkenau, the largest Nazi death
camp, was liberated.

“I feel that it is my duty to speak for all those
who cannot speak for themselves, whose voices
have been silenced, and tell what happened in
those dark days in Europe. By speaking out, it is
my greatest hope that something positive will
be handed to the future generation.”

MEET OUR STAFF
Hola, me llamo Señor Kenton.
I am very excited to be part of the Hayle Academy staff
team and am finding teaching here to be an enriching
experience so far. I have a first class honours in
French, Spanish and Business and am proud to say
that I completed all my studies in the south west!
I am passionate about LGBTQ+ education and believe
that equality and respect are of the
upmost importance.
Some of my favourite things in life are:
my wife and children, my grasshoppers
and my collection of foreign books!
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BTEC
3D DESIGN

A

s part of their BTEC 3D Design
course work, Year 10 Students
Brandon and Frey presented a
fantastic re-design
of Hayle Academy.
Brandon designed a 3D model
using wood and cardboard
materials, whereas Frey chose
to make a sketch of the new
Academy. Researching and getting
inspiration from the internet
helped to create their final
masterpieces. Fantastic efforts!

UPCOMING DATES
FOR YOUR DIARY
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•

FEBRUARY HALF TERM
Mon 17th – Fri 21st February
STUDENTS RETURN
Mon 24th February
YEAR 6 TRANSITION DAY
Tues 25th February
YEAR 9 PARENTS EVENING
Thurs 5th March
YEAR 11 PRE-PUBLIC 		
EXAMS RESULTS DAY!
Fri 6th March
SCHOOL MUSICAL
‘We will rock you”
Wed 11th March Fri 13th March
YEAR 10 PARENTS EVENING
Thurs 19th March
YEAR 8 PARENTS EVENING
Thurs 26th March
LAST DAY OF SPRING TERM
Friday 27th March
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COUNTY FOOTBALL CUP
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S PO RT
R E S U LT S
TUESDAY 21ST JANUARY

W

e had the pleasure of taking Year 7
and Year 8 boys and Year 7 girls to
Penryn to play football in the first round of
the County Football Cup.
Year 7 boys lost 4-2 but we had a great team
spirit and some fantastic performances. Well
done to all that played.
Year 8 boys won 2-0 and it could have been
10, if it wasn’t for the goal keeper. Again some
fantastic displays. Special mention to Ricky
Rose who was excellent throughout.
Year 7 girls displayed a fantastic performance
winning 3-0. Considering this was their
first game, they showed a lot of potential with
great teamwork throughout.

WEDNESDAY 5TH FEBRURY
Our Year 7 girls football team played
against Truro High in the County
Football Cup. The girls played
fantastically and without a doubt, our
visitors were not expecting the good
play that our students performed.
The score was 0 - 0 at the end of full
time, so they headed into extra time
where the game was finally decided by
the dreaded penalties!!
We unfortunately lost 4 – 2.

Player of the match was Bonnie for persistent
goal play and scoring 2 of the goals.
We are looking forward to the next round of
the county cup!
Very well done to all our talented students
for taking part.

29TH JANUARY
Year 7 girls had a convincing win over Mounts
Bay Academy 4-0. Once again, there was
some excellent play and great team spirit.
The Under 14s fought hard, but unfortunately
did not gain the result they were after.
Thank you to Katie for stepping up and
playing in goal.
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OPT

A

booklet has been produced to give Year
9 students information about the core
subjects and details of their option subjects
so that they have the time and knowledge to make
informed choices.
Places on some of the option subject courses
may be limited and it may be that a particular
option subject does not run due to a lack of
student uptake.

P U BLIC E XA M I N AT I O N S
Courses in Key Stage 4 lead to GCSE or equivalent
qualifications. Some of them have an element
of controlled assessment which the students
complete during the two year course. The
results in the controlled assessment contribute
significantly to the final qualification grade.
The entry for a candidate for an examination
will depend on their performance in assessments
across Key Stage 4, on their performance in
both sets of Pre-Public Examinations (PPE’s)
and on the completion of the necessary
controlled assessment.
The final decision on entries will be determined
by the Head of Faculty in consultation with
parents. If you have any questions concerning
specific qualifications please contact the relevant
Head of Faculty at the school.

E NG L IS H BACCALAURE AT E
Over recent years the DfE (Department for
Education) has been interested in how students
perform in a number of key subject areas,
this is known as the English Baccalaureate.
This will also be of interest to students
expecting to progress to Higher Education.
In order to be awarded the English
Baccalaureate, students need to have achieved
a Grade 5 or above in all of the following
subjects: English, Maths, Two Sciences,
a Foreign Language and either History or
Geography.
It may, therefore, be important to choose
either History or Geography and a foreign
language within the option choices.

CORE S UBJ ECTS
We aim to ensure a smooth progression
from Key Stage 3 into Key Stage 4 for all
our students.
All students study a number of compulsory
subjects (Core Subjects) and in addition, are
guided in deciding which option subjects
would best suit their skills, ability and
career aspirations.

IONS
A

s our students enter Year 10 they are moving into another Key Stage.
During this time, students will be studying courses leading to
external examinations.

The curriculum in Key Stage 4 is made up of subjects which are studied by
everyone (Core Subjects) together with a number of subjects in which there is
some degree of choice; we refer to these subjects as option subjects.
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OPTION
CHOICES
GENERAL ADVICE
FOR STUDENTS

C

hoosing option subjects can be a difficult
process. It is important to choose your
options for the right reasons. We have
provided you with some general advice to help
you discuss the options you wish to take and
consider the reasons for choosing them.
You don’t have to make this decision on your
own. There are plenty of sources of support,
which include:
· TEACHERS: Are happy to tell you more about
what the courses involve.
· OPTION EVENING INFORMATION: After the
options evening presentation.
· CAREERS ADVICE: This can help you work
towards a specific career goal, so that you can
be well-prepared as early as possible.
· PARENTS: It is worth getting their opinion, as

they will have a different perspective to you
and may have suggestions that you had not
considered.
Ultimately, of course, the decision should be
yours; your instincts should lead you to the
choices that are right for you. But as with any
decision, approaching it fully-informed will
reassure you that you are making the most
sensible choices.
· Choose subjects that you find interesting –
you will do better at them if you are genuinely
curious about them.
· If you are more of a scientific person, and you
think you might end up doing a degree in a
scientific subject, more science subjects will
better prepare you for this.
· The same goes for those who lean more
towards the humanities or languages – naturally,

P L E AS E N OT E
Every student will study the following
subjects to examination level as part of their
CORE CURRICULUM:
English - both Language and Literature
Maths
Science - Trilogy (2 GCSE’s) combined science
qualification
OR

3 separate sciences
(Biology, Chemistry, Physics)
In addition to these examination courses the
core curriculum also includes:
Physical Education
Global Values
(a combination of topics to develop personal
attributes)

Don’t select a subject
just because you like
the teacher or because
of your friends.
more humanities or languages subjects will
stand you in good stead for a degree in the arts
side of things.
· If you do not have a preference, or are not
sure what you want to do long-term, balance
the subjects to give yourself a broad range of
knowledge and skills, as this will keep your
options open.

T

he start of your career may seem a long
way off and therefore not particularly
relevant right now, but such considerations
should have a bearing on your GCSE choices
because you need the right foundation on which
to build relevant skills and experience.
So, if you can, try to start by thinking long-term
and then work backwards. What university
degree do you think you might want to do? Work
back from there – what A-levels would you need
to apply for that degree? And what GCSEs would
be helpful for these A-levels?
It’s worth noting that GCSEs are looked at by
universities and apprenticeships as secondary
indications of your knowledge, academic talent
and so on. Your complete A-level grades are
only a prediction at this stage.

· Tempting though it may be, do not select a
particular subject just because you like the
The last concrete evidence of your academic
person who teaches it or because of your friends. ability comes in the form of your GCSE grades,
so they are important. If you have the opportunity
Your GCSE choices should be based on what is
to do a GCSE that might prove helpful for a
best for your future, rather than the short-term
particular degree or apprenticeships, then do it.
enjoyment of a particular teacher’s company.
That teacher might leave and be replaced by one
you do not like as much.
· Once chosen, the options block will be formed
for the next academic year. At this point it is still
possible to change your choices but the range of
options will have diminished.
· After the start of Year 10, there will be a short
period of time where a change may be possible,
up to the Autumn half term.

NB: Don’t worry if you have no idea what you

want to do long-term yet. If that’s the case,
pick a broad selection of respected subjects as
that will keep your options open.
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STEM

O

F O C U S D AY

n Thursday 23rd of January,
Hayle Academy invited
214 Year 5 students from
Bodriggy, Connor Downs, Gwinear,
Leedstown, Penpol, St Erth
and Ludgvan Primary school to
participate in our STEM Focus day.
Various sessions were provided
with their key focus on Maths,
Science, Textiles, Food, and
Resistant Materials.
16
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MATHS – MURDER MYSTERY CHALLENGE
Science – Colour Explosions: Mr Ripley and Mr Chippet
ran an explosive session where the students experimented
with chemicals to make coloured sparklers; they also were
amazed by the exploding fire cannon that was made using
various flammable materials and chemicals.
TEXTILES – EXPERIMENTING WITH BATIK
The students experimented with this method of dyeing
material with a tjanting tool and wax to make patterned
areas. They covered areas of the cloth in wax with the tool
so they would not receive the colour. The students made

colourful individual patterns on their pieces
of work.
FOOD – CHEESYLICIOUS SNACKS
The students were given key ingredients to
make cheese straws from scratch, where they
had to follow the recipe and instructions to
make their cheesylicious snacks.
RESISTANT MATERIALS –
MINI TREBUCHET MAKING
The students were tasked to make a mini

trebuchet, which is a type of catapult that uses
a swinging arm to throw a projectile. Their
trebuchet was made out of plywood strips,
screws, cardboard and rubber bands.
SOLAR POWERED CARS
RAN BY THE CORNWALL COLLEGE STEM TEAM
Teams raced against each other on a specially
built track with buggies that they had to design.
They had to take into account the height, weight
and where to place the solar panel.
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17

N E W SC H OO L CO U N C I L M E M B E RS

I

n January we restarted the school council. This council meets once a month during tutor time and
period one. In each meeting the council hears from the different iCouncils about the work they have
been doing and also discuss important school issues.
Our Year 11 leaders, who are part of the school council, selected new representatives from other year
groups, after reviewing all the letters of application received by the 17th January closing date.
Well done to all the successful applicants (above) who are now part of the new School Council,
focused on creating positive change and improvement to the Hayle Academy Community!

Hayle Acdemy, 3 High Lanes, Hayle TR27 4DN
Tel: 01736 753009 www.hayleacademy.net enquiries@hayleacademy.net

