
Year 10 Curriculum Overview 
 

 

Subject 

 

Year 10 Autumn 1 Year 10 Autumn 2 Year 10 Spring 1 Year 10 Spring 2 Year 10 Summer 1 Year 10 Summer 2 

Art Natural Surroundings Project - Viewing a range of artists/designers, techniques, presenting 
methods and workshops to showcase a full sketchbook with some large-scale artwork and/or 
three-dimensional work. All students are constantly following the four assessment objectives and 
aim to make original artwork that represents ‘Natural Surroundings’. 

Exam question practice - Explore as a project 
from one of the 5 questions issued to the 
students. 

Art Assessment Whole class feedback 
and one-to-one 
feedback. 

1 x STAR sheet on 
quality of current 
work. 

Whole class feedback 
and one-to-one 
feedback. 

1 x STAR sheet on 
quality of current 
work 

Whole class feedback 
and one-to-one 
feedback. 

1 x STAR sheet on 
quality of current 
work 

Child Development The Needs of a Child 
● Family 

structures 
● Changes to 

family roles 
● Child care 

options 
● Child safety 

and accident 
prevention 

Reproduction and 
pregnancy 

● Family 
planning 

● Male and 
female 
reproductive 
systems 

● Fertilisation 
and 
pregnancy 

● Labour and 
birth 

The Newborn Baby 
● Features of a 

newborn 
● Neonatal and 

postnatal 
care 

● Feeding  
● Childhood 

illness 

Child Health 
● Nutrients and 

dietary 
concerns 

● Child safety - 
social and 
online 

● Exam 
preparation 

Revision from the 
Autumn and Spring 
terms to consolidate 
learning in 
preparation for the 
external examination. 

NEA Task 
Developmental norms 
in children with a 
focus on physical, 
intellectual and social 
development. 
 
The importance of 
play in the 
development of a 
child. 

Child Development 

Assessment 
1 x STAR sheet on a 
practice exam 
question.  

1 x STAR sheet on 
practice exam 
questions.  

1 x STAR sheet on 
practice exam 
questions.  

PPE completed and 
individual feedback 
given. 

External examination 
completed in June. 

1 x STAR sheet on the 
development of NEA 
task work. 

Computer Science Boolean Logic - Truth 
tables & logic gates. 
Memory & storage - 
ROM and RAM, the 
role of the CPU, how a 
CPU works. 

Unit 2 Algorithms and 
Programming 
Fundamentals 

Programming 
Fundamentals and 
Practical 
Programming 
 

Memory & Storage, 
Systems Architecture 

Memory & Storage, 
Networks 
connections & 
protocols 

Networks 
connections & 
protocols 
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Computer Science 

Assessment 
1 x STAR sheet on a 
practice exam 
question. Year 10 
exam in November. 

1 x STAR sheet on a 
practice exam 
question. 

1 x STAR sheet on a 
practice exam 
question. 
Programming 
evidence. 

1 x STAR sheet on a 
practice exam 
question. 

1 x STAR sheet on a 
practice exam 
question. 

1 x STAR sheet on a 
practice exam 
question. 

D & T  The 6R’s and 
Upcycling - History of 
design, sustainability 
and the environment 
by repurposing old 
items. 

Orthographic 
Drawing and CAD - 
Technical drawing and 
rendering techniques, 
and 3D CAD 
developments. 

Mock N.E.A (Non Examined Assessment) - Responding to a brief by 
investigating, designing, making and evaluating. 

Exam board released 
N.E.A and Core 
examination 
preparation - 
Responding to a brief 
set by the 
examination board by 
investigating, 
designing, making and 
evaluating. 

D & T Assessment 1 x STAR sheet on 
quality of outcome 
and how the design 
reflects the chosen 
design style. 

1 x STAR sheet on 
quality of evidence 
provided by students. 

1 x STAR sheet in 
response to quality of 
investigations and 
design ideas. 

1 x STAR sheet in 
response to quality of 
design development 
and making. 

1 x STAR sheet in 
response to quality of 
evaluations. 

Ongoing - whole class 
feedback in line with 
exam board and JCQ 
expectations. 

English An Inspector Calls: A 
study of the play by 
Priestley.  

An Inspector Calls: 
Completion of the 
study of the play.  
Unseen Poetry: 
studying a range of 
short poems. 

AQA GCSE Language 
Paper 1: Dystopia - 
Comprehension, 
language/structure 
analysis and 
evaluation skills for 
GCSE English 
Language. 

Jekyll and Hyde: A 
study of the novel by 
Stevenson.  

Jekyll and Hyde: 
Completion of the 
study of the novel. 
AQA GCSE Language 
Paper 2: Crime and 
Punishment - 
Introducing skills for 
the paper 2 exam. 

AQA GCSE Language 
Paper 2: Crime and 
Punishment - 
Comprehension, 
language analysis and 
comparison of non-
fiction texts for GCSE 
English Language. 

English Assessment Practice essay 
response - marked by 
the teacher and 
improved.  

1 x STAR sheet on a 
practice exam 
question.  

1 x STAR sheet on a 
practice paper.  

Practice essay 
response - marked by 
the teacher and 
improved.  

1 x STAR sheet on a 
practice exam 
question.  

1 x STAR sheet on a 
practice paper.  
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Geography Living World - The 
interconnections, 
physical process and 
human impacts within 
the natural world, 
with a focus on 
tropical rainforests. 

Living World - The 
interconnections, 
physical process and 
human impacts within 
the natural world, 
with a focus on hot 
deserts. 

The Changing 
Economic World (The 
Development Gap 
and Nigeria) - 
Studying how 
development is 
measured and 
comparing 
development across 
the world. Next, 
studying Nigeria as a 
case study for a Newly 
Emerging Economy 
(NEE). 

The Changing 
Economic World (The 
Development Gap 
and Nigeria) and The 
Changing Economic 
World (The Changing 
Economy of the UK) 
 
 

The Changing 
Economic World (The 
Changing Economy of 
the UK) - A study into 
the economy of the 
UK. What is changing 
and why? 

Coasts - A study into 
the processes, 
landforms and 
management of the 
UK's coastline. 

Geography 

Assessment 
1 x STAR sheet on the 
extended writing 
focus of “explain”. 

1 x STAR sheet on the 
extended writing 
focus of “using 
figure”. 

1 x STAR sheet on the 
extended writing 
focus of “assess the 
extent to which”. 

1 x STAR sheet on the 
extended writing 
focus of “evaluate”. 

1 x STAR sheet on the 
extended writing 
focus of “justify”. 

1 x STAR sheet on the 
extended writing 
focus of “discuss”. 

Global Values LWW: How do we 
achieve social 
cohesion? (mini-unit) 

● Anti-social 
behaviour 

● Gangs and 
County Lines 

● PREVENT 

RE: How should we 
respond to crime and 
punishment? 
The purpose of this 
topic is to analyse 
secular and non-
secular attitudes to 
crime in the UK and 
globally. 

H&W: How do we keep ourselves and others 
safe? 

A series of stand-alone lessons of issues that 
are common or rising in the local area. Subject 
to change according to the needs of each year 
group. 

RSE: Do I have healthy relationships? 
● Porn and revenge porn 
● Peer on peer abuse 
● Sexism and gender prejudice 

Global Values 

Assessment 
Whole class feedback. 1 x STAR sheet on the 

extended writing 
focus of “evaluate”. 

Whole class feedback. 1 x STAR sheet on the extended writing focus 
of “to what extent”. 
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Hospitality & Catering Structure of the 
Hospitality & catering 
industry 

●  H&C 
providers 

● Different job 
roles and 
contracts 

● The kitchen 
brigade 

Practical - pastry 
techniques. 
 

How H&C operates 
● Factors 

affecting 
success 

● The operation 
of front of 
house and 
kitchen 

● Meeting 
customer 
requirements 

Practical - vegetable 
preparation and 
bread techniques 

Safety in H&C 
● Personal 

safety in the 
workplace 

● Food related 
causes of ill 
health 

● The EHO 
Practical - Using 
sauces. Steaming and 
poaching. 

Food Safety 
● Food safety 

legislation 
● Types of food 

poisoning 
● Symptoms of 

food induced 
ill health 

Practical - Cake 
making techniques. 

H&C in action 
● Applying K&U 

to given 
settings 

● Revision and 
preparation 
for external 
written 
examination  

Practical - Meat 
preparation 
techniques. 

Food nutrition 
● The function 

of macro and 
micro 
nutrients in 
the body 

● Nutritional 
needs of 
specific 
groups 

Practical - Meat 
preparation 
techniques and 
chilled desserts. 

Hospitality & Catering 

Assessment 
1 x STAR sheet on a 
practice exam 
question.  

1 x STAR sheet on 
practice exam 
questions.  

1 x STAR sheet on 
practice exam 
questions.  

Pre-Public Exam 
completed and 
individual feedback 
given. 

External examination 
completed in June. 

1 x STAR sheet on the 
extended writing with 
a focus on the 
importance of 
nutrition. 

History Medicine through 
time -  
Focusing on 18th and 
19th Century 
medicine:  causes, 
treatments and 
preventions.  
 

Medicine through 
time -  
Focusing on modern 
medicine: causes, 
treatments and 
preventions.  

Medicine through 
time -  
Case study of the 
Western Front and 
how medicine was an 
integral part of the 
war effort. Studying 
the treatments that 
occurred in the 
trenches.  

Weimar Germany 
1918-1929 -  
Studying the state of 
Germany after the 
First World War and 
the challenges the 
Weimar government 
faced.  
 
 

Weimar Germany 
1918-1929 - 
Explain how Hitler 
began his rise to 
power.  
 
Life in Nazi Germany - 
Studying how Hitler 
controlled Germany 
through a 
dictatorship.  
(Overlap) 

The American West -  
Studying the Plains 
Indians and their life 
on the Plains.  
 
Studying westward 
migration and why 
people wanted to 
move west. 
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History Assessment 1 x STAR sheet on the 
extended writing 
focus of “explain”. 

1 x STAR sheet on the 
extended writing 
focus of “how useful is 
source X”. 

1 x STAR sheet on the 
extended writing 
focus of “explain two 
consequences of”. 

1 x STAR sheet on the 
extended writing 
focus of “how far do 
you agree”. 

1 x STAR sheet on the 
extended writing 
focus of “writing a 
narrative account”. 

1x STAR sheet on the 
extended writing 
focus 
“Give two things you 
can infer from… “ 

Maths Congruence, 
similarity and 
enlargement, and 
trigonometry. 

Equations and 
inequalities, 
simultaneous 
equations. 

Angles and bearings, 
working with circles 
and vectors. 

Ratios and fractions, 
percentages and 
interest, probability. 

Collecting, 
representing and 
interpreting data. 

Non-calculator 
methods, sequences 
and indices, and 
roots. 

Maths Assessment End of topic review 
after each topic 
taught (2 this half 
term). Whole class 
feedback after each 
topic. 

End of topic review 
after each topic 
taught (2 this half 
term). Whole class 
feedback after each 
topic. 

End of topic review 
after each topic 
taught (3 this half 
term). Whole class 
feedback after each 
topic. 

End of topic review 
after each topic 
taught (3 this half 
term). Whole class 
feedback after each 
topic. 

End of topic review 
after each topic 
taught (2 this half 
term). Whole class 
feedback after each 
topic. 

End of topic review 
after each topic 
taught (3 this half 
term). Whole class 
feedback after each 
topic. 

Music Practice (BTEC) Music Theory - 
Exploring, developing 
and consolidating 
basic music theory.  

Component 1 - 
Exploring music styles 
and genres.  

Component 1 - 
Exploring techniques 
used to create music 
products. 

Component 2 - 
Exploring and auditing 
existing skills and 
techniques. 

Component 2 - 
Practising and refining 
skills and techniques. 

Component 2 - 
Practising and refining 
skills and techniques. 

Music Practice 

Assessment 
Whole class feedback 
sheet. 

Whole class feedback 
sheet. 

Component 1 - 
Coursework Formal 
Assessment Deadline. 

Whole class feedback 
sheet. 

Whole class feedback 
sheet. 

Component 2 - 
Coursework Formal 
Assessment Deadline. 

PE (Core) Invasion Games/ 
Fitness Training 
 

Invasion Games/ 
Fitness Training/ 
Handball 

Handball/ Volleyball/ 
Fitness Training 

Handball/ Volleyball/ 
Tennis 

Tennis/ Softball/ 
Volleyball 

Rounders/ Tennis 

Groups rotate around the listed activities throughout the year to enable access to specific facilities.  
PE (Core) Assessment Attitude to Learning 

assessment based 
upon observation. 

Attitude to Learning 
assessment based 
upon observation. 

Attitude to Learning 
assessment based 
upon observation. 

Attitude to Learning 
assessment based 
upon observation. 

Attitude to Learning 
assessment based 
upon observation. 

Attitude to Learning 
assessment based 
upon observation. 

Performing Arts (BTEC) Component 1: 
Research of different 

Component 1: 
Performance 

Component 1:  Component 2: 
Research of roles 

Component 2: 
Rehearsals of final 
performance piece. 

Component 2:  
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performance styles 
and genres. 

workshops in a variety 
of styles 

Final Assessment - in 
line with BTEC 
assessment dates. 

within productions 
and performances. 

Final Assessment - in 
line with BTEC 
assessment dates. 

Performing Arts 

Assessment 
Whole class feedback 
sheet. 

Whole class feedback 
sheet. 

Component 1 - 
Coursework Formal 
Assessment Deadline. 

Whole class feedback 
sheet. 

Whole class feedback 
sheet. 

Component 2 - 
Coursework Formal 
Assessment Deadline. 

Triple Science AQA  Biology paper 1 AQA- 
Bioenergetics. 
Biology paper 2 AQA- 
Homeostasis and 
Response.  
Chemistry Paper 1 
AQA- Chemical 
Changes. 

Chemistry Paper 1 
AQA- Chemical 
Changes.  
Chemistry Paper 2 
AQA- Rate and extent 
of Chemical Change. 
Physics Paper 2 AQA- 
Forces. 

Physics Paper 2 AQA- 
Waves  
Biology Paper 2 AQA- 
Inheritance, Variation 
and Evolution. 

Chemistry Paper 1 
AQA- Quantitative 
Chemistry and Energy 
Changes.  
Chemistry Paper 2 
AQA- Chemical 
analysis and Organic 
Chemistry. 

Physics Paper 1 AQA- 
Atomic Structure and 
radiation. 
Physics Paper 2 AQA- 
Magnetism and 
Electromagnetism. 

Reflection, Recapping 
and Reteaching. 
Bespoke for each 
teaching group based 
on analysis of 
performance in each 
topic over the year.  

Assessment 1 x 70 minute exam 
style assessment on 
Biology. 2 exam style 
questions as a whole 
class feedback.   

2 x 70 minute exam 
style assessment on 
Chemistry and 
Physics. 4 exam style 
questions as a whole 
class feedback.  

2 x 70 minute exam 
style assessment on 
Biology and Physics. 4 
exam style questions 
as a whole class 
feedback.  

1 x 70 minute exam 
style assessment on 
Biology. 2 exam style 
questions as a whole 
class feedback.  

1 x 70 minute exam 
style assessment on 
Physics. 2 exam style 
questions as a whole 
class feedback. 

3 AQA 100 minute, 
past papers from the 
AQA Trilogy series on 
Biology, Chemistry 
and Physics.  

Combined Science 

AQA (Trilogy) 
Biology paper 1 AQA- 
Bioenergetics. 
Biology paper 2 AQA- 
Homeostasis and 
Response.  
Chemistry Paper 1 
AQA- Chemical 
Changes. 

Chemistry Paper 1 
AQA- Chemical 
Changes.  
Chemistry Paper 2 
AQA- Rate and extent 
of Chemical Change. 
Physics Paper 2 AQA- 
Forces and Waves. 

Chemistry Paper 1 
AQA- Energy Changes  
Chemistry Paper 2 
AQA- Chemical 
Analysis, Using 
Resources and 
Chemistry of the 
Atmosphere.   
Physics Paper 1 AQA- 
Atomic Structure and 
radiation 

Physics Paper 2 AQA- 
Magnetism and 
Electromagnetism. 
Biology Paper 2 AQA- 
Inheritance, Variation 
and Evolution, and 
Ecology. 
 

Chemistry Paper 2 
AQA- Organic 
Chemistry. 
Preparation for end of 
year exams. 

Reflection, Recapping 
and Reteaching. 
Bespoke for each 
teaching group based 
on analysis of 
performance in each 
topic over the year.  
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Assessment 1 x 70 minute exam 
style assessment on 
Biology. 2 exam style 
questions as a whole 
class feedback.   

2 x 70 minute exam 
style assessment on 
Chemistry and 
Physics. 4 exam style 
questions as a whole 
class feedback.  

1 x 70 minute exam 
style assessment on 
Chemistry. 2 exam 
style questions as a 
whole class feedback.  

2 x 70 minute exam 
style assessment on 
Biology and Physics. 4 
exam style questions 
as a whole class 
feedback.  

1 x 70 minute exam 
style assessment on 
Chemistry. 2 exam 
style questions as a 
whole class feedback. 

3 AQA 75 minute, past 
papers from the AQA 
Trilogy series on 
Biology, Chemistry 
and Physics.  

Spanish Holidays - 
Building confidence in 
using a range of 
opinions and 
consolidating the 
present tense while 
talking about 
holidays. 

Interests and 
Influences - 
A unit to explore 
hobbies and interests 
in depth, including a 
spoken presentation 
about whom we are 
inspired by. 

My Life at School - 
A unit to discuss 
school life in depth 
and compare the 
English and Spanish 
education systems. 

Consolidation Unit - 
Consolidation of the 
grammar and skills 
learnt so far in the 
GCSE curriculum. The 
focus is on the 
accuracy of language. 

Places of interest - 
A unit to explore 
various ways to speak 
and write about 
places of interest. 
Focusing on use of 
synonyms and 3 
tenses.  

Cultural Project - 
A guided cultural unit 
in which students can 
research their choice 
of topic area to work 
towards a greater 
awareness and 
understanding. 

Spanish Assessment Reading and Writing 
Exam style questions 
based on holiday 
vocabulary with an 
emphasis on clear 
communication. 

Speaking and Writing 
Productive skills 
tested using exam 
style questions with 
whole class feedback. 

Reading, Writing and 
Translation 
Exam style questions 
related to school 
vocabulary. Whole 
class feedback. 

All Skills Assessed 
Mini Assessments in 
class covering 
listening, speaking, 
reading and writing. 

All Skills Assessed 
Mini Assessments in 
class covering 
listening, speaking, 
reading and writing. 

End of Year 
Assessment - 
Assessments in class 
covering listening, 
speaking, reading and 
writing. 

Sport (BTEC) Unit 1: Components 
of Fitness. 

Unit 1: Fitness Testing 
Methods. 

Unit 1: Training 
Methods. 

Unit 3: Adaptations to 
Exercise. 

Unit 3: Creating 
Training Programmes. 

Unit 3: 6 week 
training programme 
and evaluation. 

Sport Assessment Whole class feedback 
based upon 1x 60min 
exam style 
assessment on 
Components of 
Fitness. 

STAR sheet - 1 x 
60min exam style 
assessment on 
Components of 
Fitness and Fitness 
Training Methods. 

1 x mock 60min exam 
on Unit 1 Formal BTEC 
Externally Assessed 
On Screen Exam. (14th 
Feb) - results due in 
March. 

Whole class feedback. Whole class feedback. BTEC Unit 3 - 
Coursework Formal 
Assessment Deadline.  

Travel & Tourism (BTEC) Unit 2: UK Travel and 
Tourism Destinations 

Unit 2:  The Appeal of 
UK Tourism 

Unit 2: Planning UK 
Holidays to Meet the 
Needs of Different 

Unit 4: International 
Travel and Tourism 
Destinations and 

Unit 4: The Appeal of 
International Travel 
and Tourism 

Unit 4: Planning 
International Travel to 
Meet the Needs of 
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and Gateways 
(Learning Aim A). 

Destinations 
(Learning Aim B). 

Visitors (Learning Aim 
C). 

Gateways (Learning 
Aim A). 

Destinations 
(Learning Aim B). 

Visitors (Learning Aim 
C). 

Travel & Tourism 

Assessment 
Whole class feedback 
and Formal 
Coursework 
Assessment Deadline 
using BTEC Feedback 
Sheet. 

Whole class feedback 
and Formal 
Coursework 
Assessment Deadline 
using BTEC Feedback 
Sheet. 

Whole class feedback 
and Formal 
Coursework 
Assessment Deadline 
using BTEC Feedback 
Sheet. 

Whole class feedback 
and Formal 
Coursework 
Assessment Deadline 
using BTEC Feedback 
Sheet. 

Whole class feedback 
and Formal 
Coursework 
Assessment Deadline 
using BTEC Feedback 
Sheet. 

Whole class feedback 
and Formal 
Coursework 
Assessment Deadline 
using BTEC Feedback 
Sheet. 

 


