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Determine (v)

So what does it mean?



Well first off, determine is a verb.

A verb describes an action: I kicked the ball.

Or a state: I feel hungry right now!



You can use determine in a couple of ways:

1) It is used to describe an action that can cause 

something to happen in a particular way. 

‘The choices you make now can determine your future.’

What are these ‘choices’?

At 12? At 16? At 18? At 25?



Do you agree with that? Can a one off choice determine

your whole future???!!!!!

Give your idea like this:

‘I don’t agree that a choice you make can determine

your future. That is because ..’

‘I agree that the choices we make now can determine

our future. For example .. ‘



Determine – to give another example:

IS it possible for scientists to determine what came first? 



The second use!

2) To find out what happened by looking at evidence.

The police watched the CCTV to determine what time 

the car had been stolen.

So it means to ‘figure out’.



In Science: 

By looking at changes in chemicals, you might be able to 

determine what how and why they have changed.

Ask your science teacher. Is it possible to determine

exactly what has happened in a chemical reaction?



In English: 

Can a reader ever determine what the writer’s intention 

was?

Ask your teacher for an example!



In English: 

Can a reader ever determine what the writer’s intention 

was?

Ask your teacher for an example!



Can you determine what animal this is?



How might you determine what bacteria this is? 



The prefix de-
The prefix de- can mean ‘completely’

The prefix de- can also mean remove, separate, cancel, 

reverse

Can you think of these de- words?
1. Spring is a good time to clean your house and to de_________. 

2. By de__________ a text we can really understand what the author is saying. 

3. Failing the exam left her feeling really de__________. 

4. The news of the leader resigning really de__________ the political party. 

5. During the war, she was responsible for de__________ secret messages.



The prefix de-
The prefix de- can mean ‘completely’

The prefix de- can also mean remove, separate, cancel, 

reverse

Can you think of these de- words?
1. Spring is a good time to clean your house and to declutter. 

2. By deconstructing a text we can really understand what the author is saying. 

3. Failing the exam left her feeling really deflated. 

4. The news of the leader resigning really destabilised the political party. 

5. During the war, she was responsible for decoded secret messages.



It came from Latin ‘determinare’
Which meant completely 
terminate or to limit. 



Complete the sentences:

1. If you wanted to determine who a thief was, you could …

2. One way to determine how expensive a holiday might be is …

3. If you wanted to determine how long it would take to walk ten miles, you 

could ..

Make sure you ask your teachers for examples this week!


