
 

Norman Conquest (Y7 History) 

Basic 10:  

Questions: 

1. The period in History between 410 AD and 1500 AD. 

2. A powerful noble and landowner who controlled parts 

of the country. 

3. The English council of Earls 

4. Someone who says they have a right to something 

5. Scandinavian pirates who invaded many parts of North 

West Europe in the 8th–11th centuries. 

6. A common soldier who had to provide his own 

equipment and food. 

7. A professional soldier who was well trained and well 

equipped (a Knight) 

8. Going against authority in a public way e.g. 

demonstration or protest 

9. To destroy the property, farmland and livestock in the 

north of England by William of Normandy’s men. 

10. A ‘Great Survey’ that recorded what almost every 

individual in England owned by William the Conqueror  

Answers: 

1.The Middle Ages or Medieval 

period 

2. Earl 

3. Witan 

4. Claimant 

5. Vikings 

6. Fyrd 

7. Huscarl 

8. Rebellion 

9. The Harrying of the North 

10. Domesday Book 

 

 

 

 

Key terms:  

Chronology: The placing of event in time order (oldest event first) 

Earldoms: A rank or title of an Earl. 

Anglo-Saxon: Migrants and invaders who arrived from present-day Germany, Denmark and 

the Netherlands. They had a significant influence on English culture until the Norman invasion. 

Succession: The action of inheriting a title, like becoming the next King. 

Berserker: Viking warriors famous for their bravery and furiousness 

Reinforcements: Extra soldiers who are sent into battle to help win. 

Lords: Wealthy land owners who controlled peasants and surfs to work their land. 

Taxes: Money individuals have to pay to the king by law to help pay for armies. 

Scandinavian: The name for the Nordic countries of Northeastern Europe where the Vikings 

originated (now called Norway, Denmark, Finland, Sweden). 

Fortifications: A defensive wall or other reinforcement built to strengthen a place against 

attack. 

Domesday book: A ‘Great Survey’ that recorded what almost every individual in England 

owned so that William the Conqueror could tax people to fund fortifications and building his 

army. 

Livestock: Animals kept by farmers to produce products like wool, eggs, milk and meat or 

provide a service e.g. pulling a plough. 

Smallholder: Someone who owns or rents a small piece of land to grown food for themselves 

and perhaps for market. 

 

What you should know at the end 

of this unit: 
 Know and apply your basic 10 

 Be able to explain what life was 

like in England before 1066 and 

how it changed after 1066. 

 Suggest the reasons  for the 

outcome of the Battle of Hastings 

 Use examples to explain how 

William controlled England. 

 

450 – Collapse of the Roman 

Empire. Anglo-Saxons start to arrive 

793 – First 

Viking raids in 

England 

1066 – William the 

Conqueror wins the 

battle of Hastings 

1069 – 1070 – 

Harrying of the North 

1485 – End 

of the 

Middle Ages 


