
 
 

Characters 

Ebenezer Scrooge: The protagonist of our story, a cold-hearted money 
lender who despises Christmas. 

Jacob Marley’s Ghost: Scrooge’s business partner and friend, he appears as 
a ghost to Scrooge to make him change his ways. 

Bob Cratchit: Works for Ebenezer Scrooge, treated badly by Scrooge, 
incredibly poor but keeps a positive outlook on life and family. 

Fred: Scrooge’s nephew, loves Christmas and believes in sharing wealth 
with those in need. 

Ghost of Christmas Past: A ghostly apparition that appears to Scrooge as a 
white-robed, androgynous figure of indeterminate age.  

Ghost of Christmas present: The second spirit to appear to Scrooge (after 
Jacob Marley’s visit), this one arrives when the clock strikes one and is 
described as a “jolly giant”. 

Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come: The third spirit to appear to Scrooge, 
appears as a hooded figure that doesn’t speak, shows Scrooge the fate 
that awaits him if he doesn’t change his ways. 

Mr Fezziwig: Scrooge apprenticed under Fezziwig when he was younger, 
this character represents a joyful and generous approach to Christmas, 
directly contrasting the attitude of Scrooge. 

Tiny Tim: Bob Cratchit’s son, walks with a crutch, Scrooge becomes 
worried about Tiny Tim’s future when the Ghost of Christmas Present 
shows him the Cratchit family home. 

 

Context.  

Charles Dickens - When Dickens was nine, 
his family moved to London. At twelve, his 
father was arrested and sent to debtors' 
prison. Dickens experienced what it was 
like to be poor and work as a child. A 
Christmas Carol was written in 1843, with 
the intention of drawing readers' attention 
to the suffering of England's poor. 

The Poor Law - was amended in 1834 to 
reduce the cost of helping the poor. Those 
desperate for help were sent to 
workhouses. The conditions in workhouses 
were extremely poor and children were 
sent to work at extremely young ages 

 

Key terms 

1. Novella – a short novel or a long story. 

2. Stave – a stanza of a poem or song. 

3. Apparition – a ghost or human-like spirit. 

4. Protagonist – the leading character in a story. 

5. Phenomenon – an unexplained situation. 

6. Ominous – to give an impression of doom. 

7. Misanthropic – disliking people and having an anti-social attitude. 

8. Benevolence – kind and well-meaning. 

9. Poverty – the state of being extremely poor. 

10. Allegory – a story with moral lesson for the audience. 

Key themes 

Redemption - In Scrooge, we see a man 
who is transformed from a greedy, selfish 
miser into a generous and good-natured 
character by the end.  

Responsibility – Scrooge learns to take 
responsibility for the poor, and in doing so 
redeems himself. 

Poverty - Scrooge’s refusal to give to 
charity highlights the selfishness of the 
higher classes and the injustice of wealth 
distribution in Victorian society. 

Family - Dickens balances Scrooge’s 
isolation with vibrant vignettes that show 
us the positive benefits of a close and 
loving family life. 

Christmas – Dickens uses the ideas of 
generosity and compassion that we 
associate with Christmas to highlight the 
transformation of the main character. We 
see Scrooge change from a miserly man, 
contrasting with the spirit of Christmas, to 
someone who is full of joy.  

What should I know by the end of this unit? 

Read and understand ‘A Christmas Carol’ by Charles Dickens.  

Understand that a text is constructed by the writer by considering the writer’s intentions. 


