
 

The Story of Malala Yousafzai 

Malala Yousafzai is a 23 year old Pakistani activist for female education.  

As a young girl, Malala Yousafzai demanded that girls be allowed to receive 
an education. 

In early 2009, when she was just 12 years old, she wrote a blog under a 
pseudonym for the BBC detailing her life during the battle between the 
Pakistani army and Taliban militants over a district in Pakistan.  

Malala was on a bus in 2012 campaigning for education of girls in Pakistan, 
when the Taliban singled her out, shooting her in the head and neck.  

The Taliban was stopping girls going to school – Malala refused, and is now 
studying to join politics. 

The attempted murder sparked an international outpouring of support for 
Malala. 

In 2014, she became the youngest person to receive the Nobel Peace 
Prize. 

 

 

Key Words 

Taliban: Islamic political movement and 

military organisation waging war in within 

the country. 

 

Activist: A person who puts in effort to 

bring about political or social change. 

 

Nobel Prize: A prize awarded every year 

for outstanding work in physics, chemistry, 

physiology or medicine, literature, 

economics, and the promotion of peace. 

 

Pseudonym: A made up used by an 
author. 
 
 
Militant: Favouring violent methods in 
support of a political or social cause. 
 
 
International: Existing, occurring, or 
carried on between nations. 
 
 
Advocate: A person who publically 
supports a particular cause. 
 
 
Perspectives: The way you view 
something – your point of view.  
 
 
Oppression: Prolonged cruel or unjust 
treatment or exercise of authority. 
 
 
Non-fiction: Writing that is informative 
and factual. 
 
 
Narrative voice: The perspective a story is 
told from.  
 

DAFOREST 

Direct Address – directly referring to the reader. 

Alliteration – a group of words beginning with the same letter or sound. 

Facts – something that can be proven to be true. 

Opinions – a belief that cannot be proven: someone’s own ideas. 

Rhetorical questions – a question that does not require an answer, but 

encourages the reader to think. 

Emotive language – words which provoke an emotional response.  

Statistics – numerical facts and data used to support a point.  

Rule of three – lists of three things in a sentence to persuade the reader. 

 

 

What should I know by the end of this unit? 

- Use relevant evidence to support inferences. 
- Develop a convincing narrative voice using DAFOREST techniques, showing an awareness of audience and purpose.  

 

 


