
 

Empire and Explorers Knowledge Organiser (Y7 History) 

Basic 10: 

Questions: 

1. Why did English Monarchs such as 

Elizabeth I want an Empire?  

2. During Empire building, the British 

thought they were morally superior to 

who? 

3. Name 2 16th or 17th century British 

explorers. 

4. Until 1813, what was the only 

company importing goods like spices, 

cotton and indigo from India to 

Britain? 

5. How much if India did Britain rule by 

1850? 

6. Name 3 things Britain changed in 

India during their rule there. 

7. When was the Indian Rebellion? 

8. Who was the wealthiest person in 

history and where did they rule? 

9. What happened when Mansa Musa 

handed out large amounts of gold in 

Cairo, Egypt? 

10. When did the Mali Empire officially 

come to an end? 

Answers: 

1. They saw the wealth and success of the Spanish 

Empire in the Americas (importing gold and silver) 

and wanted the same. 

2. Natives  

3. Sir Walter Raleigh 

Jon Cabot 

Henry Hudson 

Sir Francis Drake 

4. The East India Company 

5. 60% 

6. -      Trade and Industry – destroyed India’s   textile 

industry 

- Agriculture – developed irrigation and cash 

crops 

- Governing – Indians could not vote for their 

leader 

- Law and order – employed many Indians as 

soldiers to create a large army for control 

- Language and culture – English became the 

official language  

7. 1857 

8. Mansa Musa, ruled the Mali Empire 

9. It caused the price of gold to drop so much that 

it wrecked the economy. There was so much gold 

around that it became worthless! 

10. 1610 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Key terms:  

Empire -  a collection of tribes, regions, territories, states or even countries that are ruled over and 

controlled by one leader or “mother” country.  

Colony - the area controlled by the “mother country.”  

Native - a person who was born in or comes from a particular place 

Mughal Empire – A significant empire that ruled what is now modern India. 

Murghals – rulers who invaded what is now India from Afghanistan in the early 1500s 

Mutiny – a revolt by the military  

Missionary – a person sent on a religious mission, often to convert other people to Christianity  

Raj – An Indian word meaning “ruler”. It is often used t o describe the period between 1858-1847 when 

the British government ruled India 

Pilgrimage - a holy or religiously important journey 

 

British Empire  

What you should know at the end of 

this unit: 

 Know and apply your basic 10 

 Evaluate the impact of Empires on 

people 

 Share your opinion on Empires  


