
Knowledge Organiser: The Industrial Revolution
(Y8 History)

Basic 10:
Questions:

1. During which centuries did the Industrial
Revolution take place in Great Britain?

2. State 3 causes of the industrial revolution in
the UK?

3. What is a place where very poor people
were sent by the government to live & work?

4. Name 4 uses of coal during the industrial
revolution

5. Whose job was it to open and close the
wooden doors (trap doors) that allowed fresh
air to flow through the mine?

6. What was the name given to housing that
was built in industrial cities to house the
growing population?

7. Who researched the spread of cholera in
London and found the link between dirty
drinking water and cholera?

8. What was mined in Cornwall during the
industrial revolution?

9. Which law in 1834 made it more difficult for
the poor to get help?

10. What do we call the conditions of drinking
water and sewage disposal?

Answers:
1. 18th and 19th centuries (1700-1900)
2. Mechanisation

Trading manufactured goods in the
Empire
Increase in population
Profits from the slave trade gave money to
invest in industry

3. Workhouse
4. Heat homes

Power steam engines in factories
Make bricks
Power transport (steam trains/ships)

5.    Trapper
6.    Back to back housing
7.    John Snow
8.    Tin and copper
9.    Poor Law Amendment Act
10.  Sanitation

Key terms:
Industrial revolution – the rapid development of industry, due to mechanisation and the use steam power
to produce manufactured goods.
Pauper apprentice - orphans who were “looked after” by factories (worked in return for food, clothing
and a bed)
White slaves – child labour during the industrial revolution
Mechanisation – the invention of machines to do the work of people (on farms and in factories)
Workhouse – a place where the very poor were sent by the government to live and work
Authorities (in a workhouse) – the people in charge, usually a male “master”
Cholera – a disease spread by dirty drinking water
Miasma theory – the theory that disease was spread by bad air



Back to back housing – terraced, cramped housing built during the industrial revolution.
Quack doctor - an unqualified person who claims medical knowledge
Beam Engine – an engine used in Cornish mining to pump water out from underground


