
Knowledge Organiser: The challenge of resources 

management (GCSE Geography)  
 

 

 

Basic 20:  

Questions: 

1.  The addition of gases like carbon dioxide to our 

atmosphere, leading to more heat being trapped. 

2. When people do not eat enough nutrients to cover 

their needs for energy and growth, to maintain a 

healthy immune system. 

3. When something will run out. 

4. A mile over which a food item is transported during 

the journey from producer to consumer, as a unit of 

measurement of the fuel used to transport it. 

5. The environmental impact of a product is described 

as this. 

6. Large-scale farming that uses pesticides and 

chemical fertilisers to maximise profits. 

7. Farming that uses no chemical fertilisers or pesticides 

on the land. 

8. When water supply exceeds demand. 

9. When demand for water approaches supply. 

10. When water demand exceeds supply. 

11. Using pipes and other man-made methods to move 

water where demand is high. 

12. Uninterrupted availability of energy sources at an 

affordable price. 

13. Permeable rock underground that contains water. 

14. The point of saturation in the ground. 

15. Water that is stored underground, below the water 

table. 

16. When water is used more quickly than it is being 

replaced. 

17. Meeting the needs of the present, without 

damaging the needs of the future. 

18. Recycled domestic waste water. 

19. A devise used to measure the water consumption of 

an individual property. 

20. Electrical power produced by dams as water passes 

through a turbine.  

 

Answers: 

 

1.          The Enhanced greenhouse effect 

2. Undernutrition/ malnourishment 

3. Finite 

4. Food miles 

5. Carbon footprint 

6. Agribusiness 

7. Organic farming 

8. Water surplus 

9. Water stress 

10. Water deficit 

11. Water transfer 

12. Energy security 

13. Aquifer 

14. Water table 

15. Groundwater 

16. Over-abstraction 

17. Sustainable 

18. Grey water 

19. Water meter 

20. Hydroelectric power 

 

What you should know at the end of this unit: 

 Know and apply your basic 20 

 Explain the distribution of global resources 

 Assess the impact uneven resource distribution and how to tackle the problem 



Key terms:  

Agribusiness – Large scale intensive farming aimed at maximising how much food is grown. High levels of 

investment and the use of chemicals help to produce large amounts of food at a low cost. 

Aquifer – Porous underground rock that stores water which has built up over an extremely long time. 

Desalination – The removal of salt and other minerals from sea water to produce freshwater. 

Energy mix – A range and proportions of different energy sources. 

Energy security – Ensuring a safe supply of the products needed to provide energy for your country. 

Fairtrade – Where farmers are given a guaranteed minimum price for their product in order to help them 

and their families escape poverty. 

Grey Water – Waste water from people’s homes that can be recycled and put to good use (e.g. from the 

shower). 

Fracking – Extracting gas from the ground by injecting high pressure water, sand and chemicals into 

specific types of rock. 

Hydroelectric Power – The production of electricity by using water flowing through a dam to turn a 

turbine.  

 

Joheds – Small earth dams to capture 

rainwater. They can raise the water table by 

6m. 

Non-renewable energy – Energy sources that 

are finite and will one day run out (e.g. coal, oil, 

gas). 

Undernutrition – Malnutrition caused by a poorly 

balanced diet lacking minerals and vitamins. 

Organic farming – Producing food with no 

pesticides, herbicides, or chemical fertilisers. 

Over-abstraction – Pumping water out of the 

ground faster than it is being replaced. 

Pats – Irrigation channels that transfer water to 

the fields. 

Renewable energy – Energy that will never run 

out at source, e.g. wind, solar. 

Taankas – Underground storage system about 3m in diameter and 4m deep. They collect surface water 

from roofs. 

Water conflict – War that is the result of issues related to water supply. 

Water conservation – Reducing waste and unnecessary use of water. 

Water deficit – Where demand exceeds supply. 

Water insecurity – When an area or country has less water available then is required. 

Water Transfer – Moving large quantities of water from 

one are of a country to another, or between countries, 

from where supply is high to where it is low. 

Water security – Means having access to enough safe 

affordable water to maintain a healthy and active life. 

Water Stress – Where demand exceeds supply. 

Water Surplus – Where supply exceeds demand. 

Water table – The level in the ground to which the 

soil/rock is saturated. During a drought the water table will 

fall.  

  

 


