
 
 

Characters 

Prospero: The play’s protagonist. He wields power over his enemies 

through magic and, having been usurped as Duke of Milan, now rules the 

island. 

Miranda: Prospero’s daughter. Naïve, compassionate and loyal due to her 

sheltered life on the island. 

Ariel: Prospero’s spirit slave. Prospero rescued him from the witch Sycorax 

(Caliban’s mother). 

Caliban: Prospero’s slave who believes the island rightfully belongs to him. 

His name is anagram of cannibal. 

King Alonso: King of Naples who aided Antonio in usurping Prospero. He 

learns to regret his actions. 

Ferdinand: son and heir of Alonso.  

Gonzalo:  An old, honest Lord. He helps Prospero & Miranda when Antonio 

sends them off in a leaky boat. 

Antonio: Prospero’s brother. Power-hungry & foolish.  

Sebastian: Alonso’s brother. Aggressive, cowardly and disloyal (like 

Antonio). 

Stephano: a drunken butler. 

Trinculo: a jester. 

Context: Jacobean era, written in 1610 

Colonisation – Shakespeare’s audiences 

would have been very interested in 

England’s effort to colonise distant lands. 

England was fast becoming a world power 

and Shakespeare explores the problematic 

relationship between coloniser and native 

people through Prospero and Caliban. 

Social status was gained through 

education, only accessible to the wealthy 

therefore native people were often seen 

as second class citizens. 

Magic – In Shakespeare’s time, there was 

little distinction between magic and 

science. Many writers incorporated 

otherworldly elements into their work to 

find some rationale for all the misfortune 

in the world (plague, war, death, disease). 

 

10 Key terms 

1. Context – the situation within which something exists or happens. 

2. Stage Direction – instructions in a script (tone, actions, movements, 

positioning of props). 

3. Tempest – a violent windy storm. 

4. Usurp – to take & keep power from a ruler in a forceful way. 

5. Colonisation – taking control of an area. 

6. Treason – Betraying one’s country by attempting to murder or 

overthrow the king. 

7. Status – position within a group or society. 

8. Protagonist – main character. 

9. Oppressive – cruel and unfair treatment by an authority. 

10. Cannibal – a person who eats their own kind. 

Plot Summary  

Act One:  A storm shipwrecks King Alonso’s 

ship onto Prospero’s island. Prospero tells 

Miranda the story of his brother’s betrayal:  

Alonso took the title Duke of Naples from 

him. Ariel asks to be freed but Prospero 

refuses. Caliban (Prospero’s other slave) 

claims the island is rightly his but Prospero 

forces him to comply through magic. 

Miranda and Ferdinand fall instantly in love 

but Prospero enslaves him. 

Act Two: Antonio and Sebastian plot to 

usurp Alonso. Stephano and Trinculo meet 

Caliban and give him wine.  

Act Three: Ferdinand and Miranda agree to 

marry. Stephano, Trinculo and Caliban plot 

to usurp Prospero. 

Act Four: Prospero promises to free Ariel 

once they have dealt with the usurpers.  

Act Five: Prospero chooses to forgive 

Alonso providing he regains his Dukedom.  

What should I know by the end of this unit? 

How to analyse language in a Shakespeare play.    

Demonstrate knowledge on the theme of magic. 

 

 


