
WW1 Knowledge Organiser:
Year 8- History

Basic 10:
Questions:

1. During which years was WW1?
2. Which countries formed the alliance of the

Triple Entente?
3. Which countries formed the alliance of the

Triple Alliance?
4. What is nationalism?
5. What is the practice of building an Empire

called?
6. What was the name of the German plan to

attack France and then proceed to attack
Russia (USSR)?

7. What is conscription?
8. Which medical condition is caused by

prolonged exposure of the feet to damp,
unsanitary, and cold conditions?

9. In which country was the Battle of the Somme
(and most other WW1 battles) fought?

10. Name 2 conditions of the Treaty of Versailles.

Answers:
1. 1914-1918
2. Britain, France, Russia (USSR)
3. Germany, Italy, Austria-Hungary
4. The belief that a particular nation,

language or culture is superior to all others.
5. Imperialism
6. Schlieffen Plan
7. Compulsory enlistment into the army
8. Trench foot
9. France
10. Territorial - provisions that took land away

from Germany (e.g. Alsace-Lorraine)
11. Military - provisions that limited Germany's

armed forces
12. Financial and economic (e.g. pay

reparations)

Key terms:



Alliance – an agreement between countries that benefits them
Allied forces - an international alliance among nations united against the Central Powers of Europe
(Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Turkey) in World War I, or those united against the Axis Powers (Germany,
Italy, and Japan) in World War II.
Arms Race – a competition between countries for the development and production of weapons
Bombardment - to attack with bombs, cannon fire, or artillery.
Colony – land settled by and under control of people from another country
Conscientious objectors – a person who decides not to serve in the armed forces
Conscription – a process where the government forces people to serve as soldiers in the armed forces
Empire – A large group of states or colonies ruled over by a single head of state
Great powers – countries that have international influence and military strength
Imperialism – aims to take control of countries and develop an Empire
Kaiser – German word for emperor. Used to describe the head of unified Germany after 1871
Mobilise – prepare and organise troops for active service
Patriotism / nationalism – love for your own country
Recruitment – finding new people to join the armed forces
Schlieffen Plan – a military tactic by Germany to attack Paris and win the war
Treaty of Versailles – an agreement between countries signed after WW1 with the aim of keeping peace.
Germany were not allowed to be present.
Trench foot – a medical condition that is caused by keeping feet in the cold, in dirty places, or in water for
a long time. Sometimes the skin and flesh would begin to rot.
Triple Alliance – Germany, Austria-Hungary, Italy
Triple Entente – Britain, France, Russia
Western front - a long line of trenches that ran from the coast of Belgium to Switzerland. A lot of the
fighting along this front took place in France and Belgium.


