
Knowledge Organiser:
Climate Change (Y7 Geography)

Basic 10:
Questions:

1. Which is the colder period of time, a glacial period
or an interglacial period?

2. Are we currently in a glacial or an interglacial
period?

3. Name three natural causes of climate change
4. How long does it take for the shape of the earth’s

orbit of the sun to cycle from circular, to oval and
back to circular again?

5. Name two greenhouse gases
6. Coal, oil and natural gas are all examples of what

type of fuel?
7. Wind, solar and geothermal are all examples of

what type of energy?
8. Tropical storms are increasing in intensity and

frequency. True or false?
9. What greenhouse gas is emitted by cattle?
10. What is solar radiation?

Answers:
1. Glacial period
2. Interglacial period (the Holocene)
3. Orbital variations, solar cycles, volcanic

eruptions / asteroids
4. 100,000 years
5. Carbon dioxide (CO2), Methane (CH4)
6. Fossil fuels
7. Renewable energy
8. True
9. Methane
10. Energy radiated from the sun

Key terms:
Glacial – A cold period lasting around 100,000 years

Interglacial – a warm period lasting around 10,000 years

Quaternary – the last 2.6 million years, containing many glacial cycles

Solar output – the amount of energy released by the sun

Orbital – relating to the earth’s movement around the sun

Milankovich cycles – three orbital cycles which vary the amount of energy absorbed by planet

earth

Enhanced greenhouse effect – The human increase of the natural greenhouse effect

Greenhouse gases – gases in the atmosphere which absorb solar radiation, trapping heat

Tropical storms – extreme low-pressure systems formed over warm ocean water

Food and water scarcity - where supplies of food and water do not meet demands

Adaptation – The changes of human or animal behaviour to suit a changing climate

Mitigation – Measures taken to reduce the enhanced greenhouse effect

Drought – where rainfall is significantly lower for an extended period of time

Agriculture - farming

Industry – factories (which normally emit greenhouse gases)


