
 

Global Values 
RE - What difference does it make to be an atheist or agnostic in Britain today? 

 

 

 

  

For further information  

www.sundayassembly.com 

 

www.understandinghumanism.org.uk 

 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationa

ndcommunity/culturalidentity/religion/article

s/religioninenglandandwales2011/2012-12-11 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/ath

eism/ 

 

Keywords: 

 Atheist - a person who does not believe in the existence of a god or any gods 

 Agnostic - a person who believes that nothing is known or can be known of the existence 

or nature of God 

 Theist - a person who believes in the existence of a god or gods, specifically of a creator 

who intervenes in the universe 

 Humanism - a philosophy of life that, without gods or other supernatural beliefs, we have 

a responsibility to lead ethical lives of personal fulfilment that aspire to the greater good 

 SBNR – spiritual but not religious 

 Rationalist - a person who bases their opinions and actions on reason and knowledge 

rather than on religious belief or emotional responses 

 Spirituality - the quality of being concerned with the human spirit or soul as opposed to 

material or physical things 

 Sunday Assembly – a non-religious ‘church’ or community 

 Philosophy/Philosopher - the study of the fundamental nature of knowledge, reality, and 

existence 

 Supernatural - some force beyond scientific understanding or the laws of nature 
 

What you should be able to do by 

the end of this unit: 

 Produce your own answers to 

the Basic10 questions above 

 Explain how religious belief in 

Britain has changed over time 

 Explain the difference 

between religion and 

spirituality 

 

 

Basic 10: 

1. What word describes someone who is not 

religious? 

2. What word is used to describe someone 

who is undecided about religion? 

3. What is the largest religion in the UK? 

4. What other major world religions are 

practiced in the UK? 

5. Explain humanist beliefs 

6. What is the Sunday Assembly? 

7. Give one example of an argument 

against the existence of God 

8. Give one example of an argument for the 

existence of God 

9. What is a rationalist? 

10. What does SBNR mean? 
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