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So what does it mean?



If you differentiate between two things, you look for the 

differences between them so that you can tell them apart.



The young girl was unable to differentiate between 

her imagination and the real world.



It is important to be able to differentiate between fact and opinion.

Complete the following:

It is important to be able to differentiate between fact and 

opinion because …



Morphology – How the word is made up:

differentiate

The prefix ‘dif’ means ‘separate’.

It is a form of ‘dis’ that is used before an ‘f’!  



Morphology – How the word is made up:

differentiate

What other words start with ‘dif’ and then have another ‘f’.



Origin – another Latin word!

Who brought Latin to Britain?

Answer: The Romans



LATIN



Origin – another Latin word!
How many people spoke Latin?

Answer: Not many – it is thought to have 
mainly been the elites



Origin – another Latin word!
What school subjects have a lot of Latin words?

Answer: Maths and science. Many of the words 
you use in these subjects derive from Latin.



Differentiate was 

originally used in maths 
only. It meant:

‘To obtain the differential 
coefficient of ..’

You’ll have to ask your 
maths teacher what this 

means! 

It came to 

mean its more 

modern 

meaning in 

1816.



Differentiate is another word that can be made into a noun by 

adding –ation

‘There needs to be more differentiation between the home kit 

and the away kit.’

Why might someone say that?



differentiate (v)

For the whole of this week, find out more about the word 

‘differentiate’ and how it applies in different subjects! 



Here are some synonyms for ‘differentiate’. Can you find ways to use 

them? Choose two of them and find examples of them being used. 

Can you explain the difference of when you might opt for one of these 

instead?


