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Latest advice for parents and carers

We are proud to welcome you to the very first edition of the Safeguarding Newsletter
from Hayle Academy. This has been written by the Safeguarding Team and aims to
bring you all the latest, relevant help and advice on issues we feel will be of
importance to you in terms of safeguarding.

WARNING: some of the content of this newsletter is challenging. We have used
some language that is not the sort of language we would use in school but we have
used this to try to explain and describe the lived experiences of some of our
children and the risks they face.

THE THINGS I WISH MY PARENTS HAD KNOWN ABOUT… ONLINE
SEXUAL HARASSMENT
The Children’s Commissioner recently published a guidance document for parents
helping to support them to understand online sexual harassment. It is a sensitive
topic, and not one all parents feel comfortable discussing with their children. The
commissioner's team gathered a group of 16 -21- year-olds and asked them about
what they think parents should know and what they should say to their children
when talking about sexualised bullying and the pressures of growing up online.
Key advice from the young adults
included:
• Start conversations early, before your
child gets a phone or social media
account. Keep the conversation going
over time, adapting to your child.
• Young people want their parents to
learn about new technology and trends,
including risky behaviours and dangerous
spaces online.
• Create a safe and trusting home
environment. Young people told us the
home environment is key, they want to
share things with their parents but don’t
always feel able.

For more information, the report
'The things I wish my parents had
known…' can be downloaded here:
https://www.childrenscommissioner.
gov.uk/report/talking-to-your-childabout-online-sexual-harassment-aguide-for-parents/

Year 9 Workshop – Safeguarding
Our Year 9 girls told us that the main risks they felt they experienced in their lives
were:
1. Online abuse and sexual harassment
2. Risk from walking home or being out on their own
When we explored the online sexual harassment and risks they felt we discovered:
 Snapchat seems to be the biggest risk as it is the social media platform of
choice at the moment.
 There is a trend amongst some children that the more friends they have on
snapchat the more popular they are. This leads some children to ‘befriend’
lots of people that they don’t know. Some of our students had over 500
friends but could only really say they knew 30 or 40 well enough (i.e would
speak / know them if they walked down the street).
 Snap chat drives the need for ‘snaps’ encouraging children to post and
respond.
 Many girls said that when they respond to a person online that they don’t
know, the next message they sometimes receive is a sexual image.
 Some girls stated that they just get used to receiving these ‘dick pics’ as they
have been dealing with these since the age of 11 which is really concerning.
 Lots of our students still had location services on meaning that anyone can
see exactly where they are at any given time. The accuracy of the maps
shows exactly which classroom they are in.
What’s Hayle Academy doing to
help tackle this?
o We now have our Sexual Harm
Prevention Team up and running.
Miss Rule and Miss Weeks are
leading this alongside a group of
students from all year groups
who meet regularly
o Our 2nd sexual harm survey has
been completed this term
involving all students in Yr9, 10
and 11 to tell us about their
experiences – the results will
appear in our next newsletter.
o We will be running further
workshops to support keeping
children safe from sexual harm
and open this up to other year
groups.
o Additional Brook assemblies and
workshops will also be run.

Concerning Instagram Accounts…
Following our email about the concerning social
media accounts of a man known as Barry
Thibodeau from America, we have been
contacted by many parents.
We are hearing that a number of our children
are activity befriending him, messaging him
and celebrating him on Tik Tok. Some are
using his photo for their profile picture.
We will be running whole school assemblies
this week about the risks of this activity, some
of which are:
 Paedophiles normally work in networks and
will be sharing content and contacts. This
man could be sharing his contacts with
paedophiles in the UK.
 By celebrating him, it is possible that
younger children or more vulnerable
children could think it is ok to befriend him
(siblings, cousins, younger family friends).
We would ask you to please speak to your child
about this and use this as an opportunity to
discuss keeping safe online.

VAPING – the facts…..
Vaping is openly taking place in in our region by young people of various school
ages, Y8 upwards. Information from the local police given to schools is that ECigarettes/Vape pens are being sold by independent stores and online to students
as young as twelve.
Some ‘entrepreneurial’ students are buying these in bulk and then selling them
individually for profit in schools in Cornwall.
E-CIGARETTES OR VAPE PENS – what are they?
• They are electronic devices that heat a liquid and
produce an Aerosol or mix of small particles in the air.
• They come in many shapes and sizes. Most have a
battery, a heating element, and a place to hold a liquid.
• Some e-cigarettes look like regular cigarettes or cigars. They also look like USB
flash drives, pens, and other everyday items.
How do they work?
They produce an aerosol by heating a liquid that usually contains nicotine,
flavourings and other chemicals that help to make the aerosol. This liquid is
sometimes called ‘e-juice’, ‘eliquid’, ‘vape juice,’ or ‘vape liquid.’ As well as the
flavoured liquids, E-cigarette devices can be used to deliver marijuana and other
drugs.
It has been reported Liquid drugs such as LSD, GHB and Ketamine are being
vaped as well. Nicotine is highly addictive and can harm adolescent brain
development, which continues into the early to mid-20’s.
To prevent vaping, smoking and drugs coming into Hayle Academy we have clear
policies on the consequences of this which can ultimately be a permanent
exclusion. We also perform bag searches, as needed, to ensure our school is safe.

Introducing SECURUS at Hayle Academy
Hayle Academy has invested in a new online security system called SECURUS to
supplement our existing safety measures already in place. The Securus system
actively monitors all computer use across the school searching for any
inappropriate searches or words being typed and immediately sends a screen shot
to the pastoral team who monitor this system. The program also monitors images
at a pixel level. This system sits alongside our existing filtering and blocking
systems and live monitoring of all student computers using Lanschool.
Any student attempting to access inappropriate content will be locked out of the
system and will be spoken to along with parents being contacted.

Mental Health Support Online….

Meet the Safeguarding Team at Hayle
Academy
Our safeguarding team has been trained to an
advanced level on all aspects of safeguarding.
The team is available to any student, parent or
school staff member to discuss and report any
safeguarding concerns.

Meet the Sexual Harm Prevention Team
at Hayle Academy
Our sexual harm prevent team is run by Miss
Weeks and Miss Rule supported by student
representatives from all year groups. This
group focuses on changing the culture of sexual
harm (comments, sexist / sexual language,
unwanted touching, sexual abuse) within young
people and being contacts for our students and
parents.
Laura.weeks@haylecademy.net
Claire.rule@hayleacademy.net

For anonymous messaging please use our ‘whisper’ button on the Hayle Academy
website which allows you to send an anonymous message to the safeguarding team.

