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Exponential (adjective)

So what does it mean?



Firstly, it is important to know exponential is an adjective.

An adjective is a word that describes a noun (the 

name of a thing or a place). 

'It was a terrible book.' 

Identify the adjective in the above sentence. 



Firstly, it is important to know exponential is an adjective.

An adjective is a word that describes a noun (the 

name of a thing or a place). 

'It was a terrible book.' 

The word 'terrible' is an adjective.



You can use exponential to describe the noun. 

We are looking for exponential growth in our investment.

There has been an exponential increase in 

the world population this century.

So what does it mean? 
Worked it out yet?



Turning it from an adjective to an adverb.

You can use exponentially when you want to say that 

something is increasing quickly by large amounts. 

Your friends and colleagues will be pleased to hear that 

your vocabulary is growing exponentially.



In Maths, Science and Geography: 

You could use the word exponential when describing the 

trend in data.

Use this word in lessons to earn house points!



Origin
Early 18th century from French exponentiel

From Latin exponere ‘put out’

The root of exponentially is the Latin verb exponere, meaning “to put out.” 

Think of a factory that puts out so many products that its creations seem to 

increase exponentially. 

The mathematical origin of this word has to do with multiplying a number by 

itself, so think also of rabbits, who are known for multiplying exponentially. 



‘Romance’ is the name for the family of languages that derive 

predominantly from Latin.

Some romance languages include French, Spanish, Italian and Romanian.

Look at the Spanish for this week’s WOW – can you see the link?

How do you think this is pronounced compared to the English or French?

ci = thee
Click here to
check pronunciation



Exponential

See how many ways in which you can use your new 

language in different subjects.


