
Initiate (v)



So what does it mean?

Initiate (v)



If you initiate something, it means that you start it off. It is often 

linked to the start of a process, rather than a one-off event. 

You wouldn’t say: ‘I initiated the 100m sprint yesterday’. You 

might, however, say ‘It was me who initiated the drive to include 

more athletics in the P.E. programme’.



OR

In my family, it was always my mother who initiated discussions 

about Christmas. 



It can also mean to become part of, for example a 

society, by undergoing some kind of ceremony. 

She was initiated into the group by having to make 
a speech explaining why she wanted to join.

She then had to put on a special hat and scarf to 

show she wanted to join. 



Complete the sentence:

Homer was initiated into the group by having to … 



The verb ‘initiate’, like other latin based words can be made into 

a noun by adding –ation.

So initiate becomes initiation.

What other –ation words do you know? We have looked at some 

of these over the last few weeks.



Discuss the following questions:
1) Who initiates discussions about sport in your household? If no 

one discusses sport, is there another area of discussion that 
someone initiates ?

2) Do you agree with the idea of initiation ceremonies, where 
people have to agree to do something in order to be 
accepted into the group? Why? Why not?

3) Should there be limits on the kinds of things that should be 
allowed as part of initiation ceremonies? Why? Why not?



Can you use ‘initiate’, yes or no?

1. I initiated smoking when I was 15.

2. The new member was initiated into the group by having 
to make a special promise.

3. After the news report came out criticising the company, 
an enquiry was initiated by the chief executive. 

4. The meeting initiates tomorrow at 9am.

5. You never want to discuss anything: it is always me who 
has to initiate it!



Iniciar
Verbo regular

Palabra de la semana

I was
initiating

I initiated I have
initiated

I initiate I will
initiate

I am going 
to initiate

Iniciaba Inicié He iniciado Inicio Voy a iniciar Iniciaré

ci = thee (as in Penwith)

Ee-n-ee-thee-ah-r

Past FuturePresent

Imperfect Preterite Perfect Present indicative       Near future Simply future



Initiate (v)

For the whole of this week, find out more about the word 

‘interact’ and how it applies in different subjects! 


