
Early Elizabethan England 1558-1588- Challenges to Elizabeth at 

home and abroad (1569-1588) 
 
Basic 20: 

Questions: 

1. What were the motives of the 1569 

Revolt of the Northern Earls? 

2. Who were the main Earls involved in the 

Revolt? 

3. What was important about the 1570 

Papal Bull of Excommunication?  

4. What were the main aims of the 

Catholic Plots? 

5. What was the 1571 Ridolfi Plot? 

6. What was found in 1583, when 

Throckmorton’s house was raided? 

7. What were the consequences of these 

two plots? 

8. What was the 1586 Babington Plot? 

9. Who was Elizabeth’s spymaster, who was 

crucial in discovering these plots? 

10. Name 3 actions used to discover plots 

vs. Elizabeth? 

11. Why did Elizabeth delay in signing Mary’s 

death warrant? 

12. Name 3 long-term causes of war 

between England and Spain? 

13. Why was Elizabeth cautious about 

getting involved in the Dutch 

Protestants’ rebellion in the Netherlands? 

14. What was the 1585 Treaty of Nonsuch? 

15. Why didn’t Phillip II attack Elizabeth 

earlier? 

16. What was the ‘singeing of the King of 

Spain’s beard’? 

17. What was the Spanish plan and what 

was wrong with this? 

18. Who commanded the Spanish Armada 

and the English ships against it? 

19. What was the main tactic used by the 

English to defeat the Spanish Armada? 

20. How did the weather help defeat the 

Armada? 

 

Answers: 

1. Religious and Political 

2. Earls of Westmorland and Northumberland 

3. Seemed to encourage Catholics to plot 

against Elizabeth 

4. Overthrow Elizabeth, make Mary QofS 

queen and restore Catholicism 

5. Ridolfi carried messages from Mary/Duke of 

Norfolk to the Spanish Duke of Alva and the 

Pope 

6. Plans for a French invasion and a list of 

leading Catholic nobles 

7. Elizabeth’s councillors wanted concrete 

evidence against Mary 

8. Letters smuggled in a beer barrel outlining a 

plot to overthrow Elizabeth 

9. Sir Francis Walsingham 

10. Torture, intercepting coded letters, 

informers/double agents, foreigners’ houses 

searched, capturing Catholic priests 

11. Didn’t want to kill a fellow monarch, 

worried about consequences from abroad 

12. Religious, Political and Trade/Commercial 

Rivalry 

13. Didn’t want the cost or to enrage Spain too 

much 

14. English protection of the Netherlands 

15. Concerned about French power – didn’t 

want Mary QofS to become Queen of 

England! 

16. Drake’s attack on Spanish ships at Cadiz 

17. To land in Netherlands and ferry 20,000 

troops across to invade England; relied on 

good communication and timing 

18. Duke of Medina Sidonia; Lord Howard 

19. Used fireships to break up Spanish ships 

formation 

20. Wind blew fireships towards Spanish ships; 

drove the Armada north; storms wrecked 

Spanish ships on Scottish/Irish coasts 

 

 



 

Key terms:  

 

Abdicate – To give up or renounce one’s position, especially as monarch.  

Leniency – Being more tolerant or merciful than expected. 

Challenge – To challenge a monarch, is an act of rebellion. 

Civil War – A war between people of the same country. 

Conspiracy – A secret plan with the aim of doing something against the law. 

Papal Bull – A written order issued by the Pope. 

Council of the North – Council to implement Elizabeth’s laws in the North (unstable 

region due to Scotland. 

Hanged, drawn and quartered – Punishment used for high treason. Hanged until near 

dead, cut open, intestines removed and chopped into four! 

Cipher – Secret way of writing in code 

Agents provocateurs – French term referring to agents who become part of groups 

suspected of wrongdoing, and encourage others to break the law so that potential 

threats can be arrested and identified (a double agent) 

New World – term used to describe the Americas after their ‘discovery’ 

Privateer – A sailor who stole from other country’s treasure ships, often licensed by their 

own country, i.e. Francis Drake! 

Warning beacons – Fires lit at well-known locations on hills or high places, to warn of 

enemy ships or troops (e.g. St Agnes Beacon) 

Fireships – Empty ships set on fire and sent in the direction of the enemy 

Galleon – A large sailing ship with several decks, used in Spain between the 15th and 

18th centuries, originally as a warship and later for trade. 

Religious Crusade – A holy war with a religious purpose, usually to recapture and 

convert lands. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

What you should know at the 

end of this unit: 

 What challenges did 

Elizabeth face at home 

(Plots against her)? 

 How did Elizabeth ‘put 

down’ the Spanish 

Armada?  

 


