
BTEC Tech award in Performing Arts – A curious incident of a dog in the nighttime knowledge organiser 

What will I be 
learning? 

You will develop your understanding of the performing arts by examining A curious incident of a dog in the nighttime 

How will I be 
learning~? 

Independent research and teacher led classes 

What will my 
evidence look like? 

You may choose one of the following ways to present your final assessment work: Powerpoint, written document/essay, scrap book. 

Where can I find 
information? 

• https://www.franticassembly.co.uk/ 
• https://www.curiousonstage.com/simon-stephens-creating-play/ 
• https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-gcse-the-curious-incident-of-the-dog-in-night-time-design-elements/z473cqt 
• https://www.etcconnect.com/About/News/The-Curious-Incident-of-the-Dog-in-the-Night-time-showcases-pixel-mapping-and-Eos-

Ti.aspx?LangType=1033 
• http://www.nisightlines.co.uk/the-curious-incident-of-the-dog-in-the-night-time.html 

  

What should I be 
discussing about A 

chorus line? 

  Style and genre 

 Theme 

 Form/structure/narrative 

 response to stimulus 

 collaboration with other practitioners 

 influences by other practitioners 

 Purpose 

 contextual influences 

 Production element 

How do I achieve in this unit? 
PASS MERIT DISINCTION 

Describe the stylistic qualities of 3 
practitioners’ work and the roles, 
responsibilities and skills of practitioner and 
give relevant examples for each point you 
make 

Discuss the stylistic qualities of 3 practitioners’ work using 
appropriate examples to justify how roles, responsibilities and 
skills contribute to creative intentions and purpose across 
three performance styles. 

Assess the stylistic qualities of practitioners' work using 
considered examples to show how roles, responsibilities 
and skills contribute to creative intentions and purpose 
across three performance styles. 

Assessment word definition 
Describe Give a clear description that includes all the relevant features - think of it as ‘painting a picture with words’ 

Discuss Give an account that addresses a range of ideas and arguments 

Assess Give careful consideration to all the factors or events that apply and identify which are the most important or relevant; Make a judgement on the 
importance of something – similar to evaluate 
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Relevant info  The play premiered on 2 August 2012  

 The playwright – Simon Stephens 

 Frantic assembly 
STYLISTIC QUALITIES 

Processes Style and genre purpose Theme Form/structure/Narrative Response to stimulus 

Basic Info to 
start off my 

research 

Frantic assembly 
Physical theatre 
Brecht 
 

Entertainment 
Educate and Inform 
(Asperger’s) 
 

Asperger’s 
Honesty and 
Dishonesty 
Family 
Infidelity 
Juxtaposition 
Linear 
Metafiction 
Metaphor 
Non-Conformity 
Self-Discovery 
Social Skills 
Love 
The Disorder of Life 
 

Chronological order 
 
Two acts 
 
15 year old Christopher has 
asperger’s. He has never 
ventured alone before, yet the 
death of a dog (a murder!) leads 
him to a journey that upturns 
his world.  

• Adaptation of the book 
 

CONTEXTUAL INFLUENCES  
Basic Info to 
start off my 

research 

• Development of asperger’s 
• Labour government (Tony Blair 1998-2007) introduction of ASBOs  

PRODUCTION ELEMENTS 
Techniques Stage SET Lighting Costume Music and accompaniment 

Basic Info to 
start off my 

research 

Originally 
performed ‘in the 
round’, now 
performed in a 
proscenium arch 
theatre 
 

Represents 
Christopher’s mind 
Set is abled to be 
changed instantly and 
quickly – small blocks 
are for multi-use 
purposes 
used A-level maths 
papers as an 

Blocks that light up – colours and 
white 
The set lights up 
The walls light up and change 
colours 
The floor lights up and changes 
colour 
Lights to light the actors and 
blackout to hide the actors 

Every day clothing 
Must be costume that they can 
move in (for frantic physical 
theatre work) 
 

All the music in the show is 
based on prime number 
sequences. The very opening of 
the show counts out a 2-3-5-7 
rhythm using sounds which are 
themselves based on prime 
numbers frequencies. 
 



inspiration for the 
mathematical 
diagrams projected 
onto the floor 
imagery of a police 
incident room to 
reflect Christopher’s 
idea that he is solving 
a murder mystery 
The letters and 
numbers on the stage 
are used to help the 
cast place props and 
scenery during the 
show. 
There are 115 props in 
the show!!!! 

The idea for the light up dots or 
pixels in the floor was based on 
the film The Matrix. 
The lighting rig for Curious 
Incident is based on a grid that 
reflects the black shape of the 
playing space 
The entire idea of the lighting for 
The Curious Incident was based 
on things that Christopher would 
enjoy. 
 

 


