
BTEC Tech award in Performing Arts–Teechers knowledge organiser 

What will I be 
learning? 

You will develop your understanding of the performing arts by examining Teechers 

How will I be 
learning~? 

Independent research and teacher led classes 

What will my 
evidence look like? 

You may choose one of the following ways to present your final assessment work: Powerpoint, written document/essay, scrap book.  

Where can I find 
information? 

• https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/250358-john-godber-learner-reference-topic-exploration-pack.pdf 
• http://www.simplyeighties.com/80s-school-days.php#.VfFW62RViko  
• http://www.blackeyedtheatre.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Teechers-Eduction-Pack-2018-Blackeyed-Theatre.pdf 
• https://www.dailyinfo.co.uk/feature/2614/teechers-by-john-godber 

What should I be 
discussing about A 

chorus line? 

  Style and genre 

 Theme 

 Form/structure/narrative 

 response to stimulus 

 collaboration with other practitioners 

 influences by other practitioners 

 Purpose 

 contextual influences 

 Production element 

How do I achieve in this unit? 
PASS MERIT DISINCTION 

Describe the stylistic qualities of 3 
practitioners’ work and the roles, 
responsibilities and skills of practitioner and 
give relevant examples for each point you 
make 

Discuss the stylistic qualities of 3 practitioners’ work using 
appropriate examples to justify how roles, responsibilities and 
skills contribute to creative intentions and purpose across 
three performance styles. 

Assess the stylistic qualities of practitioners' work using 
considered examples to show how roles, responsibilities 
and skills contribute to creative intentions and purpose 
across three performance styles. 

Assessment word definition 
Describe Give a clear description that includes all the relevant features - think of it as ‘painting a picture with words’ 

Discuss Give an account that addresses a range of ideas and arguments 

Assess Give careful consideration to all the factors or events that apply and identify which are the most important or relevant; Make a judgement on the 
importance of something – similar to evaluate 

 
Relevant info 

 

Author: John Godber 
Written in 1984 
Published in 1985 
First performed in 1987 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/250358-john-godber-learner-reference-topic-exploration-pack.pdf
http://www.simplyeighties.com/80s-school-days.php
http://www.blackeyedtheatre.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Teechers-Eduction-Pack-2018-Blackeyed-Theatre.pdf
https://www.dailyinfo.co.uk/feature/2614/teechers-by-john-godber
https://www.dailyinfo.co.uk/feature/2614/teechers-by-john-godber


STYLISTIC QUALITIES 

Processes Style and genre purpose Themes Form/structure/Narrative Response to stimulus 

Basic Info to 
start off my 

research 

Godber – a style in his 
own right 
Techniques used: 
Storytelling and narration 
Multi rolling 
Dance 
Movement 
Acting 
Soundscape/verbal sound 
effects 
COMEDY “But like all 
great Godber plays, 
behind the comedy is an 
ascorbic social 
commentary, an attack on 
an education on system 
that often marginalises 
the arts and ignores 
students’ potential” 
 Why for 3 people? It is a 
financial consideration. 
Budgets were very 
limited. I was given £50 to 
do a production of 
Oklahoma at school. No 
money at all in Hull at 
Spring Street Theatre. 
 

Entertainment Education 
Class 
Behaviour 
Language 
storytelling 
 

Teechers is a play within a play 
Three year 11 students put on a 
performance for their teachers. 
School leavers, Salty, Hobby and 
Gail Saunders perform an 
account of their time in school 
(given the name ‘Whitewall’ for 
their performance) 
They are particularly inspired by 
their time with Mr Nixon, the 
new drama teacher who ignites 
their imaginations and passion 
for creating through his belief 
that all children should be 
treated equally 
At the end of the play Mr Nixon 
leaves Whitewall High School to 
teach at St George’s, another 
school with a much better 
reputation. 
 
 
Episodic structure 
 

Education 
In 1987, Godver wrote ‘Teechers’; he 
said he was Nixon. 
Godber feels that education = isn’t 
getting better now; “Drama is 
marginalized in the curriculum more 
than ever” 
 

CONTEXTUAL INFLUENCES  
Basic Info to 
start off my 

research 

• Education in the 1980s 
• Grammas schools V comprehensive schools 
• Margaret Thatcher (and her impact on education) 
• The national curriculum in the 80s 
• The laws and legalities of being a teacher 

PRODUCTION ELEMENTS 



Techniques Stage SET Lighting Costume Music and accompaniment 

Basic Info to 
start off my 

research 

Proscenium arch  Desks and chairs 
Blackboard 
Lockers 
Minimal set that has 
multi use; typical in 
Godbers style 
 

Lighting quite simply reflects the 
mood and lights the scene: 
Mood – due to it being a play 
within a play, the lights are used 
to emphasise this 
White wash is used throughout to 
simply light the stage 
In more up to date versions, 
funky coloured flasdhing lights 
are used with up to date music 
cues 
 

The three actors stay in school 
uniform at all times but use 
representational items for other 
characters or removal of blazers, or 
placing ties loosely or done up 
nicely etc 
 

Music is used to help represent 
the era (Blackeyed Peas version 
uses more up to date music as 
the play has been performed 
updated) 
For quick set changes (more 
moving set than changing set) 
music is used 
Music is used to create mood 
and atmosphere of scene (for 
example the Ninja scene) 
“I use the music because it is 
evocative, it changes 
atmosphere very, very quickly, 
“Oh yeh, I‘ve got this, I like this 
track”, it keeps the connection. 
It’s popular culture, its part of 
your life.” 
 

 


