
BTEC Tech award in Performing Arts– Blood Brothers knowledge organiser 

What will I be 
learning? 

You will develop your understanding of the performing arts by examining Blood Brothers 

How will I be 
learning~? 

Independent research and teacher led classes 

What will my 
evidence look like? 

You may choose one of the following ways to present your final assessment work: Powerpoint, written document/essay, scrap book.  

Where can I find 
information? 

http://drlqq8xn694xu.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/13202115/Blood-Brothers-Education-Pack.pdf  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxv7sg8  

Blood Brothers Play Guide for AQA GCSE Drama (Paperback) Annie Fox (author)  

What should I be 
discussing about A 

chorus line? 

●  Style and genre 

● Theme 

● Form/structure/narrative 

● response to stimulus 

● collaboration with other practitioners 

● influences by other practitioners 

● Purpose 

● contextual influences 

● Production element 

How do I achieve in this unit? 
PASS MERIT DISINCTION 

Describe the stylistic qualities of 3 
practitioners’ work and the roles, 
responsibilities and skills of practitioner and 
give relevant examples for each point you 
make 

Discuss the stylistic qualities of 3 practitioners’ work using 
appropriate examples to justify how roles, responsibilities and 
skills contribute to creative intentions and purpose across 
three performance styles. 

Assess the stylistic qualities of practitioners' work using 
considered examples to show how roles, responsibilities 
and skills contribute to creative intentions and purpose 
across three performance styles. 

Assessment word definition 
Describe Give a clear description that includes all the relevant features - think of it as ‘painting a picture with words’ 

Discuss Give an account that addresses a range of ideas and arguments 

Assess Give careful consideration to all the factors or events that apply and identify which are the most important or relevant; Make a 
judgement on the importance of something – similar to evaluate 

 
 

http://drlqq8xn694xu.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/13202115/Blood-Brothers-Education-Pack.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxv7sg8
https://www.waterstones.com/author/annie-fox/27062


 
 

STYLISTIC QUALITIES 
Processes Style and genre purpose Theme Form/structure/Narrative Response to stimulus 

Basic Info to 
start off my 

research 

Musical Theatre or Epic 
Theatre 

• To entertain 
through the use of 

song 
• To educate 
through the use of 
political and social 

context 
 

Poverty 
Nature V nurture 

Education 
Growing up 

Guns and violence 
Drugs 

Friendship 
Class 

Superstition  

2 acts 
Chronological but chunks of 
time are missing 
 
Two twin boys separated at 
birth because their mother cant 
afford to keep both of them. 
One stays with the lower class 
mother and the other goes to a 
upper class mother. We watch 
how their lives compare due to 
nature versus nurture. 

• Willy Russell was born and 
bred in Liverpool 

• He saw first hand the effects 
the closure people 

 

CONTEXTUAL INFLUENCES  
Basic Info to 
start off my 

research 

• I950s 
• Marilyn Monroe 
• Housing 
• Education 
• Margaret Thatcher 
• Liverpool 
• Unemployment 

PRODUCTION ELEMENTS 
Techniques Stage SET Lighting Costume Music and accompaniment 

Basic Info to 
start off my 

research 

Proscenium 
arch  

The backdrop or cyclorama. 
Images can be projected on 
here to show location. In Act 
1, this might be Liverpool in 
the 1960’s. In Act 2, it might 
be the countryside. 
Mrs Johnstone’s house.Small, 
in a row of terraced houses, 
scruffy.  
The Lyon’s house. Well 
maintained, neat, larger than 

Spot light and dim lighting for the 
narrator 
Symbolic colours: 
Blue mood lighting to create 
‘depressing’ mood 
Red lights to show evil or danger 
Yellow/white wash lights to show 
stage and also happiness 
Gobo: prison and stained glass 
window for school 
 

costume can be used to reveal 
information about the characters 
in the play. For example, Mickey 
wearing an old, oversized jumper 
with mud down the front would 
communicate that it is a hand-me-
down – which reinforces the theme 
of social class, and would show 
that Mickey is a young energetic 
young kid.  

Singing is live and actors remain 
in character throughout  
Head mics used 
Various versions use backing 
tracks or live orchestra (it 
varies) 
Gun shot SFX 
Voice over of children 
 



Mrs J’s. A balcony for creating 
levels. Gives the impression 
Mrs L ‘looks down on’ the 
Johnstones. 
The space in between. This is 
where the bulk of the action 
takes place. This area needs 
to become a private school 
classroom, a comprehensive 
school classroom, a bus, the 
town hall, a prison, Mrs 
Lyon’s living room, Mrs J’s 
kitchen. 
 

Hair and Make up are integral to 
costume design – special effects 
can be used to age an actor or 
complete the look. 
Costumes can be symbolic too – 
use of colour to communicate 
information about the character’s 
personality is a great way of 
including symbolism in your design. 
For example, when Mrs Lyons picks 
her baby, the doll might be dressed 
in a pure white Babygro, 
symbolising his innocence, 
reminding the audience of ‘the 
mother so cruel’ who causes the 
death of the twins. 
Costume can show the changes in 
a character – for example, Linda as 
a child might wear a bright yellow 
sun dress, reflecting her innocence 
and carefree attitude. This would 
contrast with the costume adult 
Linda wears, in which she might 
wear darker colours and baggy 
clothes and cardigans, reflecting 
that she has almost given up. Adult 
Linda’s costume might be similar to 
Mrs Johnstone’s, symbolising that 
history has repeated itself. 
 

 


