
 

The Origins of The Cold War (Y9 History) 

 

Basic 10: 

Questions: 

1. What is a Cold War? 

2. Who were the main countries 

involved? 

3. What is country was regarded as 

communist at the time? 

4. What was the arms race, a race 

for? 

5. Who gave the Iron Curtain Speech 

and in which country? 

6. When and why did Stalin 

blockade West Berlin? 

7. When was the Cuban Missile Crisis? 

8. What is the domino theory? 

9. When was the Vietnam War? 

10. When was the Berlin Wall Built? 

 

Answers: 

1. When there is no real fighting taking place.  

2. USA (West) and USSR (East) 

3. USSR 

4. Churchill in USA 

5. Atomic weapons and going to space. 

6. June 1948-May 1949. Response to Marshall 

Aid (West Germany recovering) and the new 

currency in Western sector. 

7. 1962 

8. The theory that if one country falls under 

communism, others will fall too.  

9. November 1955-April 1975 

10. 13th August 1961 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key terms:  

Capitalism: Political, social and economic system that is controlled by a government. 

Individuals have these freedoms.  

Communism: Political, social and economic control. Less focus on rights and freedom.  

Tension: Putting strain on something 

Conflict: To fight or disagree with something/someone.  

Influences: the power that someone had over someone else or something.  

Doctrine: An official statement of policy about how two countries interact.  

Aggressor: One that engages in aggression or anger.  

Blockade: The process or blocking or shutting off an area.  

Propaganda: Information that can be biased or misleading to promote ideas.  

Containment: The act of keeping something harmful under control or within a limit. 

Satellite State: Countries that were under the pressure or influence of the Soviet Union.  

Allies: Countries working together to combat conflict and tension.  

Nuclear: Involvement of atomic weapons.  

Missiles: An object or weapon for throwing, hurling or shooting.  

Invasion: The act of entering as an enemy to overrun an area.  

Puppet State: Countries or areas controlled by one Super Power.  

Cold War- The term used when no fighting takes place.  
  

What you should know at the end of 

this unit: 

 Know and apply your basic 10 

 How did The Cold War develop 

and how it was a battle between 

capitalism and communism?  


