
RENAISSANCE MEDICINE C.1500-1700 
 

Basic 20: 

Questions: 

 

1. What ideas did people have 

about the causes of illness? 

2. What ideas did people have 

about treatments? 

3. Who still influenced ideas 

about the causes of illness? 

4. Who was Vesalius? 

5. What book did he publish? 

6. Who was Thomas 

Sydenham? 

7. What did Gutenberg invent? 

8. What did Leeunwenhoek 

invent? 

9. How was disease 

prevented? 

10. How had doctors 

developed? 

11. How had hospitals 

developed? 

12. When was the Royal society 

set up? 

13. What was the Royal society? 

14. What is the Scientific 

Method? 

15. Who was William Harvey? 

16. Why were his ideas slow to 

be accepted? 

17. When was the Great 

Plague? 

18. How was it treated? 

19. How was it prevented? 

20. Who was 

Chamberlen? 
 

Answers: 

1. Still God, miasma, 4 humours (but 

rejected by some)  

2. Still bloodletting and purging, praying, 

herbal remedies 

3. Galen and Hippocrates 

4. Learnt about anatomy from dissections. 

– proved Galen wrong in more than 200 

ways 

5. 1543 – ‘Fabric of the Human Body 

6. ‘the English Hippocrates’ – emphasised 

careful observation. Said diseases could 

be organised into different groups  

7. First printing press 

8. First microscope 

9. Fines for not cleaning the street, rakers 

employed, barometers and 

thermometers used to check link 

between weather and disease 

10. More education/experience in wars for 

apothecaries and surgeons. Physicians 

more practical training on wards. 

11. More people with illnesses coming in – 

stayed for short time which suggests 

cured. 1536 monasteries dissolved – 

fewer hospitals. 

12. 1660 

13. Provided laboratory and equipment so 

scientists could experiment, discuss and 

publish new ideas.  

14. Developing a theory, testing it, then 

updating your theory 

15. Discovery of blood circulation 

16. Needed discovery of microscope  

17. 1665 

18. Not many records as people shut up in 

homes. Wrap patient in thick cloth to 

sweat out the disease.  

19. Pray, quarantine, plague doctors with 

special costume, more action from 

government than 1348 (dogs and cats 

killed, tar burnt on 

streets) 

20. 1620 – invented 

forceps to help 

midwives 

 

 

 



 

Key terms:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Institution – an organisation or establishment (e.g. church/government) 

Inhibit – To prevent/stop something from happening 

Thomas Sydenham – ‘English Hippocrates’ who focused on observation 

Scarlet Fever - Scarlet fever causes a sore throat, high temperature and a rash. It 

usually occurs in children 

Royal society - was set up in 1600 by educated people wishing to discuss new ideas 

Printing Press – ability to mass produce writings/books 

Renaissance – literally means ‘re-birth’ 

Dissection = Cutting apart or separating of a plant or animal for study reasons.   

Anatomy = Science that studies the structure of the body 

Andreas Vesalius = Anatomist born in 1543 – published ‘Fabric of the Human Body’. 

William Harvey – Born in 1578, studied medicine and was a doctor responsible for 

finding out about blood circulation. 

Physiology – Study of how the body works 

Circulation – The way blood moves around the body. 

Buboes – a swelling, usually in the arm pit or groin, filled with black pus. 

Fasting – means that you do not eat. 

Miasma – Bad air causes you to get sick 

Physician – is a trained doctor. They trained using Galen. 

Renaissance – rebirth of the Greek and Roman ideas = scientific thinking. 

Stagnant – water that is left e.g. a puddle and smells bad. 

Mortality Bill 1665 – listed numbers of deaths by which cause 

 

What you should know at the end of 

this unit: 

 Which factors have 

impacted on Renaissance 

Medicine. 

 To be able to compare the 

Black Death with the Great 

Plague.  

 

 


