
 
Knowledge Organiser: Year 9 Short Stories 

What should I know at the end of this unit? 

 

 

 

10 Key Words 
1. Structure – the layout or organisation of a text 

2. Narrative Voice – the perspective a story is 

told from 

3. Perspective – the way a person sees or 

perceives things; a point of view 

4. Foreshadowing – a warning or hint that 

something bad will happen in the future 

5. Juxtaposition – two things together which 

create a contrasting effect 

  

1. Omniscient – all knowing 

2. Vague – uncertain or unclear 

3. Petulant – sulky or bad-tempered 

4. Remorse – to feel deep regret or guilt 

5. Ambiguous  - without an obvious meaning, 

open to interpretation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Narrative Voice  

Structural Techniques 
Rising Action – the section of the plot leading up to the climax, 

often called the build-up. (Freytag) 

Climax/Anti-climax – the most intense or exciting part of the 

story; sometimes the climax isn't reached leaving the reader 

disappointed.  

Resolution – also known as the denouement, this is the 

conclusion of a plot. (Freytag)  

Twist – a radical change in direction or outcome within a story, 

which the reader didn't expect.  

Unreliable narrator – a narrative voice that cannot be trusted 

by the reader, forcing them to question events.  

Dialogue – speech between two or more characters 

Linear/Non-linear – Stories told in a chronological, sequenced 

order; non-linear stories may begin with the middle or end.  

Structural Story Elements 

Cyclic Narrative – a story that begins and ends 
with a similar idea 

Narrative Hook – Found at the opening of a story 
to engage the reader and 'hook' their attention.  

Topic Shift – a change of idea, topic or character 
for a specific reason.  

Focus – to zoom to a smaller detail or idea within 
a story for a specific reason 

Cliff-hanger – a dramatic or exciting ending that 
leaves a reader wanting more.  

Motif – a recurring image or theme within a text 
to highlight or emphasise an idea or message.  

Your Story Structure: Drop, Shift, Zoom, Link 

Drop – Drop the reader into the action/mystery. Begin with something gripping or enticing.   

Shift – Shift your focus to a different time, setting or character. Include flashbacks or a flash forward.  

Zoom – Zoom into a small detail or idea. Describe it using a wide range of adjectives & techniques 

Link – Link your ideas together. This could be in a cyclic narrative, with a twist or cliff-hanger or with a 

clear resolution.  

 First Person – a story told from the storyteller's own 
point of view, using first-person pronouns (I saw…) 

Second Person – a story told from the point of view of 
the reader, using second-person pronouns (You saw…) 

Third Person – a story told by a narrator referring to all 
the characters using names or third-person pronouns 
(He saw…) Third person can be omniscient or limited. 
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