
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters  

George: Seen as the noblest character in the novel, 
George looks after Lennie and makes lots sacrifices in 
order to keep Lennie safe.  
Lennie: Totally reliant on George and is often seen as 
both childlike and innocent, but at times can be violent 
and have hallucinations that lead to his destructive 
behaviour.  
Curley’s wife: Seen as a flirtatious character in the novel, 
who is unhappily married to Curley and is desperately 
lonely. 
Curley: A competitive character who likes to control his 
wife, he is the son of the boss and very insecure. 
Slim: A well respected man on the ranch and also holds a 
sense of authority.   
Candy: An older character who is disabled and his only 
true companion is his dog.  
Carlson: Complains bitterly about Candy’s dog and 
convinces Candy to finally put the dog out of its misery by 
shooting it.   
Crooks: The black stable-hand, gets his name from his 
crooked back. He is isolated from the other men because 
of his colour and is very intelligent.  

Plot summary  

1. We meet George and Lennie in an idyllic, natural setting. They 
discuss their dream of freedom and self-sufficiency.  

2. They arrive at the ranch and the claustrophobic bunkhouse, 
where we are introduced to Candy, the boss, Curley, Curley’s 
wife, Slim and Carlson.  

3. Candy’s dog is shot by Carlson. Candy believes that he is able to 
finance the American Dream and Curley attacks Lennie.  

4. Set in Crooks’ ramshackle shed. Lennie and Curley’s wife pay 
Crooks a visit.  

5. In the barn, Curley’s wife is killed by Lennie and Lennie escapes.  
6. Back down by the river, George shoots Lennie. The American 

dream is dead.  

Key terms  
Soledad – setting of the ranch in the novel (in California). 
Salinas – the river in Soledad.  
Segregation - The action or state of setting someone or something 
apart from others. 
Migrant - A person who moves from one place to another in order to 
find work or better living conditions. 
Economy - The production and consumption of goods and services 
and the supply of money. 
Agriculture – The practice of farming, including cultivation of the soil 
for the growing of crops and the rearing of animals to provide food, 
wool, and other products. 
Itinerant - Travelling from place to place.  
Hierarchy - A system in which members of an organisation or society 
are ranked according to relative status or authority. 
Prejudice - Preconceived opinion that is not based on reason or 
actual experience. 
Transient - A person who is staying or working in a place for a short 
time only. 

Context  

 John Steinbeck was born in Salinas, California in 1902. Although 
his family was wealthy, he was interested in the lives of the 
farm labourers and spent time working with them. He used his 
experiences as material for his writing.  

 On October 29 1929, millions of dollars were wiped out in the 
Wall Street Crash. It led to the People losing their life savings 
and a third of America's population became unemployed.  

 A series of droughts in southern mid-western states like Kansas, 
Oklahoma and Texas led to failed harvests and dried-up land. 
Farmers were forced to move off their land: they could not 
repay the bank loans which had helped buy the farms and had 
to sell what they owned to pay their debts.  

 Racism/sexism were common, especially in Southern states due 
to economic climate, & history of slavery. 

 As the role of women in the economy grew, they were resented 
and treated with hostility by men. Particularly in the climate of 
the time where jobs were difficult to come by. Women are 
poorly valued in the novel and seen as possessions.   

Themes  
 Steinbeck encourages us to empathise with the plight 

of migrant workers during the Great Depression.   

 The American Dream is shown to be impossible: 
reality defeats idealism.   

 The novella explores the human need for 
companionship and the tragedy of loneliness.   

 Steinbeck reveals the predatory nature of mankind: 
the powerless are targeted by the powerful.   

 Steinbeck explores the tension between the 
inevitability of fate and the fragility of human 
dreams.  

 Steinbeck explores the contrasts of Nature Vs Man. 

Year 9  Knowledge Organiser  

What should I know at the end of the unit?   
Read and understand the novel ‘Of Mice and Men’.  Analyse language and structure within the novel and make contextual links 

throughout. Thoughtfully produce analytical responses to questions and consider the use of themes or symbolism used. 


