
 

 

WARNING: some of the content of this newsletter may be challenging.  We may use 

some language that is not the sort of language we would use in school but we have 

used this to try to explain and describe the lived experiences of some of our children 

and the risks they face. 

 

 

The Sexual Harm Prevention Team, who were set up in September last year, have 

had an amazing year in supporting students impacted by sexual harm and helping to 

change the culture within Hayle Academy.  Our school has been the forerunner in this 

and have been supporting many local school in developing their groups. 

Changing a culture within a school is no easy feat.  It involves drive and passion from 

the staff and students to tackling sexist type language which can undermine students 

or cause harm and harassment and to not accept micro-aggressions.   

Because of the success of this team, we have decided to go larger and expand this 

team so that it now covers other forms of harm which could impact on our students.  

The Harm Prevention Team now includes: 

 

Sexual Harm Prevention Team (Miss Rule and Miss Weeks) 

Mental Health and Well-being Team (Mr Wyatt and Miss Mellows) 

Anti-Bullying Team (Mr Williams) 

Online Harm Prevention Team (TBC) 
 

The first meeting of this new group was on Monday 28th November where we had 

over 50 students volunteer to be part of the three groups.  Students could choose 

which group they wanted to focus on and began shaping what their roles might be 

over the coming year.  It was so pleasing to see so many Year 7’s involved and 

wanting to be a big part in supporting others. 
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We are proud to welcome you to the Autumn edition of the Safeguarding Newsletter 

from Hayle Academy.  This has been written by the Safeguarding Team and aims to 

bring you all the latest, relevant help and advice on issues we feel will be of 

importance to you in terms of safeguarding. 

 

Update – The Harm Prevention Team   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 Safeguarding Workshop 2022 

We repeated our annual Year 9 girls safeguarding session where our students in Year 

9 worked with their friends to consider the risks which impact upon them and they 

worked together to assess the level of risk. 

Once they had done that, they then worked out ways of reducing the risks they face 

or ways they can increase their safety levels. 

We noticed some interesting changes in the students’ responses from last year with 

this group being very aware of the online risks and measures they put in place to 

safeguard themselves from unwanted contacts which felt different from last year. 

The main risks Year 9 girls felt they experienced were: 

1. Online abuse and sexual harassment 

2. Risk from walking home or being out on their own 

3. Self harm and mental health difficulties 

Beach parties continue… 

Despite significant police 

presence, the beach parties 

appear to be continuing in St 

Ives.  Local schools are all 

reporting significant fall out from 

these parties with reported 

incidents of significant drug 

taking and dealing, physical and 

sexual assaults and knife crime.   

We would urge parents to not 

allow their child to attend these 

parties due to the risks they 

pose.  Police inform us that they 

are attended by college students 

and adults from across Cornwall 

and Devon. 

We will continue to work with 

local partners to try to disrupt 

these and will provide parents 

with notifications if we are 

informed that any parties are 

being organised. 

Vaping - warning 

Across the country, schools are seeing a huge increase in the 

number of students bringing vapes into school which is a 

concerning trend.   

We are currently exploring the role vape detectors could have 

in reducing this trend. 

At Hayle Academy, vapes form part of our banned substances 

list and will result in sanctions which will increase if the 

offences are repeated. 

Banned substances: 

Aerosol cans    Energy drinks containing caffeine such as ‘Red 

Bull’   Lighters or matches    Fireworks including sparklers 

and poppers    Laser pens   Tobacco, cigarettes, e-cigarettes 

or any other nicotine replacement product or equipment 

associated with smoking  Knives (including penknives), razor 

blades, catapults or any other dangerous item  Alcohol  

Illegal drugs or ‘legal highs’ or any item associated with the 

use of illegal drugs  Any other item that poses a risk to the 

safety of the school community 

The school reserves the right to search students’ lockers, bags 

and property. This will be done with consideration for the 

child and in the presence of 2 adults, one of whom is a 

member of the Pastoral Team or Leadership Team. We will 

always inform parents if a student is found in possession of 

any item on the above list and we will always confiscate the 

item immediately. 

 

such as time in our removal room or suspension.  

  



 

 

Hayle Academy is incredibly proud to be the only mainstream secondary school 

in Cornwall to be chosen as a partner in the Attune Project.  The Attune Project is a 

£24 million multi-site research project involving the Universities of Falmouth, 

Oxford, Leeds and Kent into the impact of the arts on mental health and the impact 

of Adverse Childhood Experience on children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the last six weeks we have been working with Karen Brett, a lecturer in 

photography at the University of Falmouth.  A group of six students have been 

seeing how photography and the photographs they take can help explore and 

represent their lived experiences.  The culmination of this work will be that each 

student has their own beautiful printed book of their photograph and narration.  The 

process has also been captured on film by the film makers at Falmouth University.       

To find out more about the Attune project, check out this link: 
https://www.falmouth.ac.uk/research/programmes/design-for-health-and-wellbeing/attune 

Research has shown that 75% of mental health problems emerge before 

the age of 18 (Mental Health First Aid England). It is crucial we develop 

effective interventions that can be implemented at an early stage to help 

prevent or reduce mental health problems. 

 

Latest News…. We have just heard that due to the successful partnership work, 

Hayle Academy could be part of the next stage of the Attune Project working with 

the University of Exeter to produce resources to improve mental health for young 

people.  More news of this when it comes in. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

£24 million investment into adolescent 
mental health – The Attune Project 

https://www.falmouth.ac.uk/research/programmes/design-for-health-and-wellbeing/attune


 

 

 

What is Meet Up?  

Snapchat’s newest feature adds an extra layer to their                                  

existing Snap Map feature by allowing users to get                                     

directions to their friend’s exact location. It pairs with                                      

Apple Maps and Google Maps apps, which show how                                                     

long it would take someone to walk, drive, or use public                               

transport to reach the address. 

Essentially – with the click of a few buttons, anyone is                                        

able to gain access to your workplace, school, or home                                                   

address and the fastest route to get there.  

‘Meet Up’ is accessed by visiting a user’s profile to look                                                             

at their location on Snap Map (a feature that is on by                                                                            

default). Once on the map, a user can access Meet Up                                                                         

by pressing the user’s Bitmoji (a cartoon version of the                                                                 

user that appears on their live location on the map) and                                                            

choosing directions from either Apple or Google Maps.  

There has been widespread backlash at the release of this feature from 

people of all ages online, with many labelling it as ‘creepy’ and warning 

others of its existence.  

 

What are the Risks?  

While Snapchat created previous features like Live Location to mitigate risks, there 

does not seem to be the same intention behind Meet Up. As with any location 

sharing app or platform, there is always a risk to sharing this personal information. 

Live location and/or addresses should only be shared with trusted family and 

friends.  

Revealing location or personal address could result in:  

• Random visits or appearances from other users who have not been invited.  

• Another user screenshotting the address, using a second device to capture 

location information, or sharing this information with others without the user’s 

knowledge.  

• A young person being coerced or pressured into sharing the feature with someone 

they don’t know.  

• Young people who are in unhealthy relationships or friendships unknowingly 

exposing their location to their abusers.  

• Unwanted visits from bullies, abusers or stalkers that could escalate into forms of 

harassment, threats, or assault. 

ALERT - Snapchat – Meet up 



 



 

 

 

What is a ‘Team Around The School’? 

The ‘Team Around The School’ initiative at Hayle Academy has been set up by Mr 

Wyatt and Ms Wilson with the aim of bringing skilled support organisations and 

professionals into school to support our students. 

Our first ‘Team Around The School’ session will be running on the 17th January and all 

students will be given the opportunity to find out about the sorts of support that is 

out there to help and guide them as they navigate their way into adulthood.   

Following sessions will then take the form of drop in sessions where students can drop 

in to speak with different professionals and organisations and be offered support, 

help, guidance and signposting.  

What organisations will be in the                                                               

‘Team Around The School’? 

So far we have been amazed at the                                                                              

level of support and the number of                                                                           

organisations wanting to be part of                                                                                                                                                        

this.  Some of the organisations who                                                                                             

have signed up are: 

YZUP (Drug and alcohol) 

Youth Working Team (General support)   Penhaligon’s Friends 

Kooth (online mental health)     Headstart Kernow 

First Light (Domestic abuse and sexual assault)  Hayle Youth Project 

Intercom Trust (LGBTQ+)     Early Help Hub 

School Nursing Service      Hayle Light & Life 

 

Team Around The School @ Hayle Academy 

Contextual Safeguarding 

Last week we had our second contextual 

safeguarding meeting which brought together 

all the local schools (primary and secondary), 

youth workers and the local community police 

team to discuss safeguarding and the things 

which may be impacting upon our community.   

It was a fantastic opportunity for us to work as 

a community and to discuss things as far 

reaching as dangerous driving around schools 

to the St Ives beach parties to online safety. 

It allows us to work as a team to better 

safeguard our young people. 

Raising Attainment with Wellbeing 

Hayle Academy - along with Penrice School – 

have signed up to be pilot schools in Cornwall for 

a new initiative which puts wellbeing at the heart 

of raising student attainment.  The reason is 

simple… 

‘An anxious, worried, frightened or angry mind 

will not learn’ 

The pilot for Hayle Academy starts in January 

2023 and will involve creating a wellbeing team 

who undertake around 16 hours of training by 

leading educational experts.  The training will 

explore the impacts of trauma and anxiety, 

understanding behaviour and creating a culture 

of wellbeing. 



 

 

Meet the Safeguarding Team at Hayle 

Academy 

Our safeguarding team has been trained to an 

advanced level on all aspects of safeguarding. 

The team is available to any student, parent or 

school staff member to discuss and report any 

safeguarding concerns.  

Meet the Sexual Harm Prevention Team 

at Hayle Academy 

Our Sexual Harm Prevention Team is run by Miss 

Weeks and Miss Rule, supported by student 

representatives from all year groups.  This group 

focuses on changing the culture of sexual harm 

(comments, sexist / sexual language, unwanted 

touching, sexual abuse) within young people and 

being contacts for our students and parents.  

Laura.weeks@haylecademy.net 

Claire.rule@hayleacademy.net 

 

Mental Health Support Online…. 

For anonymous messaging please use our ‘whisper’ button on the Hayle Academy 

website which allows you to send an anonymous message to the safeguarding team. 

mailto:Laura.weeks@haylecademy.net
mailto:Claire.rule@hayleacademy.net

